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1.  Life at Augustine College US

d

1.1  Welcome x
Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ: grace and peace to you. Welcome to Augustine Col-
lege U.S.!

We are blessed to have each of you and welcome you into the community of avid and passionate 
learners and followers of Christ who desire to impact the world for Him.  In Him we seek to help 
turn our world right-side up, and we seek to draw nearer to Him, to know Him more and experience 
His beauty, truth and goodness. We believe that the following are key foundations to practically live 
this way, to have joy in the journey, and to make a difference for eternity and for His glory.

Prayer: Consistent, ongoing with and for fellow students, teachers, our community, our world. 

Scripture: Don’t merely read it to get through class or a daily devotion.  Let the Holy Spirit lead you 
in meditation and discussion, pondering and praying over the Bible for revelation, transformation 
of your life and the lives of all the community.  If I could direct you to do one thing for your own 
well-being while you are here it would be to pray together with your house-mates. Of course it is 
one-sided to talk about our own well-being: we should pray with others to humble ourselves togeth-
er, for all our sakes. When students change their house-mates into people they pray with their lives 
are much easier.   

Fellowship: We aim for a life together in Christ, which the New Testament refers to as koinonia 
(Christian fellowship, growth, exhortation, encouragement). This means drawing from the Word 
and the God-taught lessons of the community of saints who have gone before us.  We see to have the 
community of saints past and present inform and influence us in our day-to-day life from now into 
the future. 

Communion: Participate fully according to your own faith tradition, remembering Christ as our 
first love, our all in all. Let’s regularly be humbled that His life would pour into us for the sake of 
others and for His glory.

The instruction in this handbook are put forth as guidelines for us all to implement and practically 
apply in our lives: it outlines how the above foundations are structured, what are the expectations for 
you and faculty participation, and it provides practical rules and regulations to keep us focused, safe, 
always honoring each other and the resources given to us. The spirit behind the rules and regulations 
is one of love, honor and integrity. We hope its implementation will be governed by His Spirit-led 
grace, mercy and justice. 

This handbook can serve both as resource, inspiration and reminder of why we are all here and what 
we hope to be and become. Your input in our growth as a community of believers is vital and invit-
ed. We are all learners in the Kingdom of God and welcome your input, thoughts, criticisms, com-
ments, hopes and questions. 

During the first week of classes, prior to the first class of each course, please read the description of 
that course provided in the Appendix to this Handbook. At Commencement you will receive a print-

ed copy that we ask you to bring with you to class in the first week. Feel free to bring any questions 
you may have to the professor.

You will notice that the regulations here are chiefly for students, yet each member of the Faculty and 
Staff receives this Handbook and knows that the high standards implicit in it apply fully to us all. 
That said, we remain open to whatever further guidance you are prepared to give us. Some of what 
you will read here is the fruit of such student input. Is something not happening at this College that 
you had hoped would happen? Please let us know what you think we need to know. The advantage 
of a small college like ours is that we have time to talk. Take advantage of that advantage. The most 
common regret of students when they leave is that, though they talked a great deal with each other, 
they did not speak more with their teachers. Because we are busy you may suppose we are not open 
to that; test it. 

Of course the down-side of a small college is that nobody in it can remain invisible. Or is that an up-
side? We hope you will look upon this year as your moment. We look forward this year to what each 
of you will bring us, in the hope that you will look upon this year as an opportunity to do something 
extraordinary, to form a community in the spirit of those who have gone before you. We offer this 
Handbook as a gesture of guidance and help in that endeavor.

May the Lord bless each of you, may he widen your hearts, for this is paradoxically to be humbled 
and thus grow in him, becoming more like Him and drawing near to Him.  May He enlighten and 
inform you in His wisdom, His grace, and His love that will, through you, change the world, touch 
the hearts of the hurting and needy, and make a contribution to His kingdom and for His glory. 

1.2   Faith and Conduct x

1.2.1 Faith Requirement

Faculty members, Board members, members of the Management Committee, and Staff will endorse, 
as a sincere expression of personal belief, the affirmation of faith as contained in the Apostles’ Creed. 
Although it is anticipated that most students attending Augustine College will be confessing Chris-
tians, provision is made to admit those inquiring into faith who are not. Such admission will be 
conditional upon a respectful but entirely free engagement with Christian faith and a commitment 
to observe the personal-conduct standards of the College for the time that students are enrolled.

1.2.2   Personal Conduct Requirements

The College upholds the Church’s traditional understanding that human sexuality finds its only 
full and complete expression in the context of marriage between a man and a woman. Those single 
individuals living outside the bonds of marriage must always strive to live chaste and celibate lives. 
Accordingly, while recognizing the persistence of human frailty, we will uphold the Church’s teach-
ing, founded in the Holy Scriptures, as being the first call of God to us all.
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Faculty

In matters of personal conduct, Faculty and Staff of Augustine College will hold themselves to the 
highest ethical and moral standards consistent with the teachings of the Church. In interpersonal 
relationships with their peers they will conduct themselves in such a way as to preserve the spirit of 
the Collegium and in their relationships with students will be mindful that their responsibilities are 
pastoral as well as pedagogical. No person currently involved in any unrepented practice or manner 
of life that does not model Christian behavior and could serve as a cause of stumbling (see Luke 17) 
will be eligible for administrative or Faculty appointment, or membership on the board or the Man-
agement Committee. Faculty, staff, and members turned in such a direction are involved in a conflict 
of interest and must notify the Dean or the Chaplain of any such conflict (the outcome of which will 
be demonstrable repentance and forgiveness, in line with Luke 17:3, or resignation). 

Students

In matters of interpersonal relationships, dress, music, recreation, etc., students will conduct them-
selves in such a way as to be respectful of their teachers and peers, attentive to their own interests 
as students, and mindful of the interests of the College in both its communal life and its public 
presence. Students attending Augustine College will commit themselves to Christian teaching on 
both personal freedom and human sexuality – i.e., fidelity within marriage and chastity and celibacy 
outside marriage – so long as they are enrolled in the College.

1.3  Moral Support x
Before we lay out the student’s responsibility to the student’s own self and the community of which 
he or she is a member, we are anxious to counterbalance that with our obligations to the student.  

The issues treated in the sections that follow concern decisions over which you have full control: 
personal conduct and habits of work. Choose well in these areas and you support what you and your 
colleagues are undertaking here; choose poorly and you undermine it. There are other matters, how-
ever, over which you have less control, even none: accommodations, utilities, roommates, unantici-
pated sources of stress, incalculables of various kinds (settling in, understanding the course material, 
study difficulties, food costs, etc.). 

Don’t ‘soldier on stoically’ in the face of these problems: tell us about them. Some will be easy for us 
to solve – it is unlikely that any are new to us. In the event of any kind of difficulty, either related to 
the issues noted in this Handbook or otherwise, please talk to us. 

For instance, you may have trouble getting your work done – a program like this will be new to 
almost all of you; you may not be used to writing essays and may be unsure how to go about it. The 
courses may be different from what you thought they would be. You may have tensions with your 
roommate. You may simply feel down and not know why. You may come to disagree with some 
regulation in this Handbook. You may have questions about faith that are not being addressed – 
questions about the relation of faith to what we are studying, for instance. You may find that you 
are often hungry, for simple solid food, yet are chronically short of funds. You may just want to talk 
about life. 

In our experience, students are generally far too cautious in approaching Faculty and Staff. You have 
a right to speak to us – in fact we want to hear your questions. To make it easier for you, at seven 
weeks into the first term we will schedule a ‘Mid-term Interview’ between each student, individual-
ly, and the Dean so that we can see how you are doing and give you an opportunity to express any 
concerns you may have. But if you have trouble speak up sooner. 

Speak freely at any time about any issue that concerns you. There are e-mail addresses and phone 
numbers in the back of this Handbook that you are always welcome to use. In the event that anything 
is troubling you, the one thing we can always do is talk. Talk to whomever you think might be in a 
position to help you. Here are suggestions as to where to start. 

If you have questions related to academic performance, work habits, morale, where to go after 
Augustine, please talk to the Dean. You may schedule an appointment with the Dean by e-mail 
or by phone. He is always happy to meet with you. (The office of the Dean is at 163 Fifth Avenue; 
please make an appointment by phone or e-mail or just ring at the front door.)  

Questions related to a specific course are best answered by the professor. Please speak to them after 
class or contact them by e-mail. 

Questions about finances and fee payments are best directed to the Accountant. 

Questions about accommodations, amenities, life in residence, and College events are best an-
swered by the Resident Advisors.  

Questions related to technical problems (regarding computers, printers, internet, and other au-
dio-visual equipment and resources) can be addressed to the Resident Advisors or the IT Manager 
and e-mailed to: communications@augustinecollege.org 

Questions related to faith might be addressed to the Chaplain, who is available Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. But feel free to take these up with anyone – Dean, Faculty, Resident Advisors, or any 
member of the College. 

From Principles to Practice

You have applied to Augustine College, been accepted, and in the course of that process have careful-
ly read the requirements of the College with respect to conduct on the part of Staff and students. By 
signing your name to those requirement you have signaled your intention to adhere to three major 
principles:    

•	 service of  your own interest as a student,   
•	 respect for the Collegium (professors, peers, and other members),    
•	 protection of  the interests of  the College within the wider community. 

But now that you are here you will want to know what these principles mean in practice. (Were there 
no practical implications of that policy, we would expect you to find the policy empty.)  

In accord with those principles, the members of Augustine College (Students, Faculty, and Staff) 
are dedicated to protect, as a fitting service to God, the welfare of those aforementioned things: the 
interest of the student, the Collegium, and the College in the community.  

These are the direct ends or objectives of the College and the specific rules of the College exist only as 
ways of accomplishing those ends. It therefore follows that any rule that is in practice not supportive 
of those ends may rightly be subjected to challenge. 

mailto:communications@augustinecollege.org
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Please understand that we are not rule-minded. It is not our desire to control you or to assume the 
role of parents. It is our desire to make you attentive to the relation between mundane things and the 
purposes that you have freely embraced by coming here. It is our desire to help you to cultivate – on 
your own part, via your own freedom, for purposes of your own – a collegial life that is both admira-
ble and a fitting gift to God. 

Our rules, then, relative to the ends they serve, are as follows.

1.3.1 Respect for Colleagues

Students and Faculty are colleagues – members of  what the medievals called a collegium, a group that 
reads and reflects together. What unites the Collegium is service to the Lord by dedication to the 
three principles stated above – most centrally, by serving the Class of  2016 in the task of  learning 
(reading and reflecting) that each student has undertaken by coming to Augustine College. Those 
united in that service are identifiable, and are named under ‘Collegium’ at the end of  this volume.  

It will be apparent from such a statement that our students have, truly, a special status at this college. 
But so that what that status entails is not overlooked, let us note the following:   

•	 to serve the students at this College members of  the Collegium must each be what they are, 
as educators and Staff, and not be impeded in the role they possess;    

•	 to serve the students at this College members of  the Collegium must assist each student 
to be what he or she is: a student who has undertaken to learn what the Augustine College 
program offers. 

Attention to that sentence will make it clear that we have expectations of  each student and of  every 
other member of  the Collegium. We expect students to be active participants in this work: to assist 
the Faculty and to assist each other in performing our respective tasks.  Plainly, such an expectation 
involves many things: among them, how students conduct themselves during lectures; the student’s 
fitness to function adequately in class (by getting sufficient sleep); the timely completion of  assign-
ments; the acceptance of  assignment instructions (as set by those with experience as both teachers 
and students); the attention paid to those instructions; etc.  
Please forgive the repetition of  this overriding principle, concerning colleagues: It is considered 
essential that each student and each member of  the Collegium   

•	 accept the purpose of  this College as it applies to yourself,    
•	 respect the commitment of  each fellow member of  the Collegium to the purpose of  this 

College,    
•	 and, as a matter of  Christian charity, actively assist colleagues (students, Faculty, and other 

members of  the Collegium) in that commitment.

1.3.2  Community Dinners

This event, for the Collegium, is offered primarily as a service to the current class: as a way to help 
them get to know one another, to build a more informal and closer connection with other mem-
bers of  the Collegium, and to broaden their community. Guests, however, are welcome. Whenever 
possible please inform a Resident Advisor, at least a day in advance, of  any guests you are inviting to 
attend the Community Dinner.  Anyone with special dietary needs should inform the Cook as soon 
as possible in advance of  all meals.

1.3.3  Administration Meetings

College administration meetings typically occur in the Lounge. On meeting days students will be 
asked at Community Dinner to remove any belongings they have left there, so as to avoid interrupt-
ing the meeting.

1.3.4  Tidiness

The College should be kept neat and tidy at all times, especially public areas (including bathroom 
and kitchen) considering attendance in future years; students are expected to help keep the College 
in a presentable state at all times and should be aware of  the potential impact of  lapses.  

The cleanliness of  the Classroom is the responsibility of  all who use it; students and Faculty should 
together keep it neat (cleaning the board after each use).  

1.3.5  Help

A principle worth stating – unnecessarily, it is hoped – is the willingness of Christians to make 
themselves useful to others, serving their fellows. A prime occasion for help arises at the start of each 
class. Students will be expected to assist the Faculty in readying the class for the students’ instruction 
(cleaning the board, distributing handouts, setting up equipment for slide lectures, etc.).

There are plenty of tasks linked with Community Dinners and other College events, both in prepa-
ration and clean-up. A dishwasher found to be full of clean dishes could be emptied. In the fall and 
spring there is yard work to do (e.g., the disposal of leaves) and in winter, snow to shovel. May it not 
be said on our account that “the workers are few” (Matthew 9:37).

1.3.6  In-Class Conduct

The College classroom should be treated as a classroom. Please turn off cell-phones during class. 
Professors may request that turned-off cell-phones be deposited at the front desk during class and 
retrieved when class ends: please do as the professor advises.

As it is not appropriate to eat during lectures, do not bring food into class.

Private activity of any kind does not belong in the classroom. Private conversation, jokes, passing 
notes, texting, personal e-mail, game play, YouTube, video watching, etc., are entirely inappropriate 
in the classroom, as any student indulging in such things well knows (from his or her desire that the 
professor not notice what is being done). If you are having trouble staying attentive in class you have 
encountered a significant impediment to learning: talk to your colleagues – either the professor or 
a classmate. It scarcely needs to be stated that any activity irrelevant to the work underway during 
classes is an impediment to that work.

The notion that these activities are private is an obvious mistake. Any activity that goes on in class 
time is performed in common space – in a setting counted central to the purpose of this College. If 
you would like to indulge in private activities please do so in private, as you are at liberty to do.

It may occur to you that these activities, which students often prefer to conduct in the back row 
of the class, cannot be seen by the professor. Please be advised that professors, whose profession is 
teaching, are all keenly aware of the back-row phenomenon and the numerous tell-tale signs that a 
student is not participating in the class. Please take it on trust that a student not participating in the 
class constitutes a major disturbance to the instructor.



10 11

Note too that activity not directly visible to your professor is highly visible to your fellow students. 
Students have told us that fellow-students engaged (on their phones or laptops) in activities other 
than the class work are disruptive to their concentration. Please respect the needs of your colleagues.

Accordingly, take note that students who choose to conduct themselves in this manner are blatantly 
disregarding the principles stated in section 1.5.1 of this Handbook, choosing in fact to obstruct the 
ends announced there. Any chosen activity that disrupts the work of professor or students is indefen-
sible.

To reiterate our primary principle of guidance: In all that we do we must all assist all the students 
(and those assisting them) to be what they are.

1.3.7  Class Breaks

Classesof2.5hours duration will have a break of 10 minutes. Classes of 3 hours duration will have 
a break of 15 minutes midway through (at an appropriate point in the lecture). Classes will resume 
promptly after these breaks. Late return to class is a disruption of the class.

1.3.8.  Dress

Dress at all times should be appropriate and modest. The sole issue of dress cannot be comfort, since 
dress is not solely for the wearer (given the visibility of clothing, dress becomes a form of courtesy). 
On those occasions when we welcome guests to the College (e.g., the Weston Lecturer), do not ap-
pear in excessively casual dress (e.g., barefoot or wearing shorts, etc.).

1.3.9  Food

Outside of the weekly Community Dinner and Student Lunch, all students are responsible for their 
own food. Students typically purchase and label their own food and occasionally join with other 
students to prepare meals together. It should be obvious that you should not consume food

1.3.10  Student-Life meetings

These meetings give students a chance to discuss, with the entire class, any issues they may have 
concerning life at the college, such as practical matters, rules and regulations, academic issues, and so 
on. As decisions may be made at these meetings, attendance is mandatory. You may wish to bring an 
issue to your Resident Advisor before the meeting, and have the Advisor lead the discussion.

These meetings will not be held weekly but only as needed, when requested by students, Resident 
Advisors, or the Dean.

1.3.11  Prayer

Students are requested to pray together. You have joined a Christian community and prayer is a 
requirement of Christian life. You should pray regularly with the Scriptures as you will need the light 
of that lamp.

Prayer may be awkward at first, just as so many human things are, but prayer is a blessing. Students 
have always told us that they were grateful for the prayer they shared together. They have consistently 
said they needed it and that at first they had not realized this. Prayer will be the foundation of your 
life in residence together.

If you would like guidance, please speak to the Chaplain.

1.3.12  Study Hours

Augustine College is a studious environment. You are here for eight months – eight brief months 
(trust us) that will pass all too quickly. To get the benefit that our programs were designed to give 
you will have to devote the bulk of your time to work.

Class attendance is only the tip of the iceberg of the Augustine College experience. Most of your 
work here will be taken up with the assigned reading, thinking about what you have read, talking 
about it with classmates, and the research and writing of papers and assignments.

But you are human beings! Do not think for a moment that we do not understand this. “We cannot 
work continuously,” said Aristotle.

We also understand that the experience that this College is meant to afford you – ‘the Augustine 
College experience’ – is not solely academic. You have bodies and hearts as well as minds. You need 
time for prayer, hanging out, keeping up with friends and family, and indeed (Aristotle, again) doing 
nothing.

The thing that you will need to find, then, is a balance between work and leisure – not a fifty-fifty 
split (which would concede too much to leisure) but the point at which there is the right amount of 
both, not too much of either.

What is that point?

We cannot establish it for you (for reasons that we will go into in Philosophy). But we can help you 
to find that balance by passing on information from both tradition and students in years past that 
will put you in the region of the right measure.

It may interest you to know that throughout the centuries communities whose purposes are in many 
ways similar to ours have labored over this question of the balanced life: the precise amount of time 
that each activity essential to us demands. (How much time to give to each kind of activity essential 
to the life of, say, the monk? The same question confronts the Augustine College student.)

The Benedictine Rule – as you will see in the Christian Thought course, this is the basic set of regu-
lations established to assist a monk of the Benedictine order to do the work that he has undertaken 
(a special kind of service to God) and to do it to the best of his ability as a human being – settled on 
a minimum of some six hours of active work per day added onto the monk’s very demanding prayer 
life:

Idleness is the enemy of the soul; and therefore the brethren ought to be employed in manual labor 
at certain times, at others, in devout reading. Hence, we believe that the time for each will be 
properly ordered by the following arrangement; namely, that ... they go out in the morning from 
the first till about the fourth hour, to do the necessary work, but that from the fourth till about the 
sixth hour they devote to reading [etc.].  — Regula Benedicti (composed c. 530)

A minimum of eight hours – one third of the full day – might therefore offer a good starting figure, 
to be supplemented as needed. To a day of roughly four hours of attentive participation in class (the 
average daily class time), you should therefore give at least four more hours to reading and assign-
ment preparation:

• to block out your day for anything less than eight hours of undistracted work will not 
give you sufficient time to keep up with the workload;
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• to accept that ‘burden’ is to follow a standard set in the past for intellectual laborers 
working for Christ.

1.3.13  How to Do Well

Students sometimes come to Faculty early in the year and say, ‘I want to do really well: do you have 
any tips?’

We have just given that tip, in the preceding section. Students sometimes read that advice but do not 
take it in – and then ask again for tips. So here, again, is the advice.

The key to doing well at Augustine College lies in: 

(a) you awakening to the fact that you are here to do a lot of work,

(b) you accepting that this work requires at least 8 hours of your time six days out of seven,

(c) you very quickly establishing an actual daily schedule of work to fit that time in, in an on-paper 
way that is clear to you (so that you are not fooling yourself ), and

(d) you adhering to that schedule (keeping your designated work times for work) and completing all 
of your work.

Others agree to each item in the list, but never cease to be the prime obstacle to their plan, because 
they do not accept that to do what they have agreed to do they must deprive themselves of things 
they like.

We could therefore say: to do well you must dedicate yourself, in a steadily disciplined way, to work. 
But you may see what is missing from that formula: to do well you must really be able to dedicate 
yourself, in a steadily disciplined way, to work. If you are not yet able, the time to start working on 
this power of self-control – in essence, it is the power of self-denial – is right now, as the school year 
begins.

To do well you should establish a daily work schedule: i.e., allot set times to do the work of each 
class. 

1.3.14  Extracurricular Activities

Students are welcomed to involve themselves in extracurricular activities, providing these do not con-
flict with either class attendance or preparation for class. When scheduling such events please follow 
the Weekly Schedule in section 3.1 so that you do not schedule events that make you unavailable to 
participate in activities counted part of the program.

Occasionally a student will ask if he or she may come late to a class, or leave early, to be on time for 
an extracurricular class. No. Students in the full-time program should consider their priority to be in 
class at Augustine College.

1.3.15  Jobs/Volunteer Work

Relative to the interest of the student, students are discouraged from holding part-time jobs, which, 
by virtue of the time they demand, take the student out of the College and diminish the student’s 
participation in the Program he or she is enrolled in (their availability for College events, their ability 
to complete assignments or get enough sleep to be alert in class, etc.).

Part of the Program is the student’s presence in the community of the College – and even their

availability to colleagues. A student called away to make a little extra money for himself or herself 
effectively puts the College community in the background of the student’s individual interest.

Students who hope, by extra work, to assist payment of tuition, etc., are encouraged to postpone that 
concern for the duration of the study year. We would far prefer to have your presence than the sum 
of money you could hope to make over eight months at a part-time job.

That being said, it is understood that there is a benefit to the student, even as a student, in some 
kinds of outside work: the physical activity of yard work, the establishment of fellowship through 
one’s church, etc. We ask, therefore, that students carefully assess any prospective job to ensure a fit 
with their purpose at the College.

A student who maintains a job (in online work, for instance) or takes a job during the school year 
is asked to inform the Dean as soon as that work commences, so that he may monitor the student’s 
progress.

1.3.16  Alcohol

In deference to those not of drinking age and in support of moderation, alcohol is not permitted at 
the College except (on very rare occasions) at official college events organized by Faculty and Staff.

In accord with Biblical principles, the College is not against alcohol but is against its misuse. In 
Virginia the legal age for the consumption of alcohol is 21 years. Students legally permitted to drink 
may of course do so at local pubs. Repeated instances of drunkenness, however, will constitute 
grounds for dismissal.

1.3.17  Internet and Computers

Wireless access in the classroom spaces is provided on the understanding that, as a mature individual, 
each student will use the internet responsibly, for purposes suited to education at a Christian college. 
In the event of evidence of inappropriate and/or excessive internet use the College may decide to 
withdraw wireless access and restrict students to wired access in public areas.

1.3.18  Lawfulness

It goes without saying that the College undertakes to abide by the law and asks its students to do 
so as well. The illegal use of drugs or alcohol is naturally forbidden. Any violation of these rules will 
constitute grounds for dismissal.

Please note that the unlicensed downloading of music, movies, software, games, etc., is not legal. 

Perhaps in the future the law will equitably accommodate the availability of digital entertainment, 
but it does not do so now. While using the College internet network and during your stay at the 
College (regardless of whose signal you may have access to) please do not engage in this activity.
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2. Our One-Year and Two-Year Programs of Study

d
At Augustine College U.S. our mission is to teach the rich history of  ideas and arts from a Christian 
perspective and then, if  students desire to continue, guide them through further academic research 
or help them implement what they have learned, performing practical Christian ministry. 

The first year of  your program is required for all matriculants and culminates with a Diploma in Re-
ligious Studies.  That year consists of  classroom learning in the rich history of  ideas and arts taught 
from a Christian perspective. The second year of  our program is optional and provides further 
academic independent study or a practicum. The two-year program culminates in an Associate in 

Religious Studies degree. 

2.1  Year One x

2.1.1  General Description

The Diploma program is an intensive education in the liberal arts from a Christian point of  view. 
We focus on the greatest ancient wisdom and artistic treasures that we have inherited, the truths and 
images that have long been pursued to form western men and women and prepare them for lives 
of  giving, loving, and leadership. We also explore the most important modern ideas and art that 
have shaped our culture, whether beneficial or harmful, that have brought us to the present. As an 
intrinsic part of  the pursuit of  wisdom, forming virtue is also our goal, to help set students find and 
proceed on their individual paths of  being life-long students of  the master, Jesus Christ.

As with the first colleges ever founded in the West, community is central to our mission of  
intellectual and spiritual formation. We discuss, worship, pray, and study together. Through the syn-
ergistic and unpredictable experience of  living with each other’s unique presence and our union in 
Christ, we grow in the humility and love of  God that Christ modeled for us.

At Augustine College U.S. (ACUS) we believe that great learning doesn’t only help students analyze 
society thoroughly from a Christian perspective or attain the job of  your choice.  We want to equip 
them to love and understand what is good, true, and beautiful. Therefore, we read and contem-
plate works that have stood the test of  time and are witnesses (though never perfect) to genuine 
meaningfulness and human flourishing. Most universities today carry out a “hermeneutics of  sus-
picion” upon the western tradition. We encourage and teach critical thinking, but for the most part, 
rather than attack Western culture, we teach how to identify which of  its attributes are worthy of  
nourishment and preservation for the future.

An education in the Christian, classical liberal arts will certainly help graduates succeed wherever 
they go afterwards, but even the greatest material success is not the true goal of  our program. In the 
classical view, which shaped Europe and the Western Hemisphere until the late 1800s, the purpose 

of  education was to form persons. We study the wisdom of  the past and present so that we may “at-
tain to all the fullness of  Christ” and further his Kingdom on Earth to His glory.

ACUS is “classical” in several senses.  First, we offer a single program of  study, with no electives and 
no job training.  Second, the faculty believe that all objects of  study, whether nature, human, or the 
revealed Word of  God, ultimately have a divine source and thus unity.  Integration is emphasized 
across the curriculum, reflecting our motto “Truth is Beautiful.”  For example, mathematics may 
illustrate how music works; and scientists often describe a theory as “beautiful” or “elegant” when 
it fitly explains observed phenomena. Where possible, classes are also integrated along an historical 
timeline as well; these include Art, Church History, Literature, Philosophy, Music, and Science & 
Faith. Third, the college’s classical rather than modernist approach means that it aims not to merely 
deposit knowledge but to help students grow in wisdom and virtue and foster their own life-long 
discipleship to Christ.  The small class sizes encourage Christian fellowship as do our community 
practices.  

The Ancient World
1. Art in the Ancient World
2. History of  Christian Thought 1
3. History of  Christianity 1
4. New Testament Greek 1
5. Literature in Western Culture 1
6. Philosophy in the Ancient World
7. Science & Faith 1
8. Reading the Scriptures 1
9. Trivium (Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric)
10. Seminar: Augustine’s Confessions

The Modern World
1. Art in the Modern World
2. History of  Christian Thought 2
3. History of  Christianity 2
4. New Testament Greek 2
5. Literature in Western Culture 2
6. Philosophy in the Modern World
7. Science & Faith 2
8. Reading the Scriptures 2
9. Seminar: Music in Western Culture
10. Christian Spirituality

Most of  our classes are presented in an historical framework, which provides a unifying structure. 
Students learn about the essential developments in history, theology, philosophy, literature, and the 
rise of  science more or less concurrently. The courses in Western Art and Western Music are one 
semester each and so cannot be taught as concurrently, but they are still presented in an historical 
framework.
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The unifying theme for the curriculum is God’s salvation mission, which is why our courses in  
History of  Christian Thought and History of  the Christian Church are central. Those two 
courses along with Reading the Scriptures aim to teach the most important knowledge about God, 
His revelation, and its relations with the world. The rest of  our courses aim to teach, in the light 
of  that revelation, the most important knowledge about the human world and creation. We bring 
students up to date to the present postmodern moment, and we help them to assess postmodernism 
and its consequences. 

Our one-semester Trivium course presents the time-tested methods for learning how to learn, how 
to think, and how to express your thoughts.  Our Science and Faith course covers the history of  
science starting from the classical age, faith’s essential role in its development during the medieval 
and Renaissance periods, and discoveries that seem to affirm the existence of  design and thus a De-
signer. The Literature course will cover some of  the most important works in the development of  
western culture, from the pre-Christian period through Christian, post-Christian, and what some of  
have called the current period, “post-secular.” We explore how to understand and appreciate these 
works, the world views they both exhibited and altered, and how to evaluate them in the light of  
Christian revelation and golden hindsight. 

New Testament Greek will provide students a start in learning the original language of  the New 
Testament and provide insights sometimes lost in English translation.

Our Philosophy course seeks to bring students into the millennia-long “great conversation” shared 
by history’s most influential thinkers on the most important questions of  life.  One of  its major em-
phases is to explore how we can assess and participate in the great conversation in light of  our belief  
in revealed truth, not least the doctrines of  creation, fall, salvation and resurrection. 

Art in the Ancient World and Art in the Modern World examine art in its spiritual and intellectu-
al content relative to key developments in the cultural life of  the West.  These courses also explore 
key questions thinking people must not ignore, such as What is the role of  art? Is there a difference 
between art and entertainment? Can art be a vessel of  or a conduit for the supernatural? Music in 
Western Culture conducts a similar examination and asks analogous questions in its unique context. 

The Seminar on Augustine’s Confessions spends one semester on this seminal book that is a 
hinge between Classical and Christian thinking as well as the world’s first autobiography. It is an early 
and key representation of  the dialogue between faith and reason.  In The Confessions, Faith does not 
avoid the challenges of  reason but takes reason to an otherwise unattainable and entirely new level. 

Christian Spirituality focuses on the experiential and personal aspects of  the Christian faith, a 
discipline which is also known as spiritual theology. This branch of  theology also deals with topics 
such as spiritual classics of  Christian literature, revival movements throughout history, and historic 
devotional practices and spiritual disciplines. 
 
As part of  soul formation, life in ACUS will be not just taking classes but participating in a friendly, 
vibrant, worshipping community. Students will share a weekly communal meal and worship time 
with each other and the Augustine College staff  and faculty. A weekly integration seminar at this 

time will help students find patterns and common themes across the content of  the week’s classes.

Classes average 1.5 hours each.  All 19 faculty members have at least a master’s degree and 11 have 
the terminal degree in their field. 

2.1.2  Procedures and General Requirements

The Diploma. For the Diploma in Religious Studies, Augustine College offers two consecutive 
semesters – The Ancient World in the fall and The Modern World in the winter and spring. A tran-
script of  grades is available to every student completing any part of  these semesters. Students who 
complete both semesters will receive the Diploma, awarded to all students who complete all of  the 
work assigned in both semesters, who participate in the Oral Exam (see below), and who receive at 
least a passing grade (60% or more) as their year-end average in each course. 

Standing.  Students receiving the Diploma may graduate with distinction:  
•	 summa cum laude for an overall grade-point average of  90 percent or more, an excellent 

performance in the Oral Exam, and compatible achievement;  
•	 magna cum laude for an average of  between 85 and 89 percent, an excellent performance in 

the Oral Exam, and compatible achievement;  
•	 cum laude for an average of  between 80 and 84 percent, an excellent performance in the 

Oral Exam, and compatible achievement. 

Course Completion.  Satisfactory completion of  each course involves: 
•	 attendance at every class to the extent practicable,
•	 thoughtful and informed class participation, 
•	 the completion of  every assignment in a timely fashion (regardless of  his or her standing in a 

course, a student who does not submit an assignment cannot pass the course in which it was 
assigned and cannot therefore receive the diploma), 

•	 adequate quality in the student’s written work (assignments and papers)
•	 the completion of  end-of-term exams. 

Oral Exam.  To obtain the Diploma students must participate in the Oral Exam, which is held in 
the presence of  the Collegium. For the date of  the Oral Exam see the Calendar of  Events. 

The format of  the exam is that each student will give a two- to three-minute response to the ques-
tion below, after which they will respond to any further questions prompted by their presentation.  

Question:  What stands out as being among the most significant things you have learned over the course of  
the year and why? Explain the idea briefly and then expand on its impact.  

For instance, what has had the greatest impact on your thinking? What have you come to 
believe that now greatly influences the way you look at the world?  
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The idea or insight may be drawn from any (or more than one) of  the courses and seminars 
that make up the program. 

The object of  this question is to push each student to articulate in a careful and substantial way 
one of  the most important things the student has learned from the year’s studies. The idea selected 
may be something students themselves have already chosen to speak about with others outside the 
College. The Oral Exam furnishes the student with the opportunity to organize their thoughts and 
present this idea to others in an articulate way. 

Grading.  The student’s performance in the Oral Exam will be graded pass / fail. The distinction of  
the presentation (not in polish of  performance but in accuracy in the presentation of  the idea and 
insight into the idea’s significance) may also influence the standing awarded.
 
Mid-Term Interview.  At the end of  October, at around seven weeks into the year, when students 
have a good sense of  the demands of  the academic program, each student will meet individually 
with the Dean. This meeting will give the student an opportunity to air any problem he or she may 
have, whether academic, social, or otherwise. Students may certainly meet with the Dean sooner if  
they wish. Students will be informed of  the time and place of  their meeting. 

Exams.  Each semester ends with exam week, in which exams are held in the classroom, usually at 
the time regularly scheduled for the given class. Please note that not every course holds an exam. 
Because exams cannot easily be rescheduled, only severe and confirmed incapacitation will count as 
reason to miss any scheduled exam.  

Submission of  Assignments.  Students are expected to submit papers and assignments on time.  
Where no specific instruction has been given, assignments may be handwritten if  the handwriting 
is clear. All typed assignments should be double-spaced (leaving the instructor room to write com-
ments) and printed and ready for submission prior to the start of  each class; no class time will be 
made available for students to print due assignments. 

2.2  Year Two x
For those students who wish to continue beyond the first year, Augustine College U.S. (ACUS) 
provides a second year with two tracks, 12 credits for each semester.  Successful completion of the 
second year culminates in award of the Associate in Religious Studies degree.  The second year pro-
vides the student with a choice of two tracks, one an Academic Independent Study, and the other a 
Practicum.

2.2.1  Track One: Academic Independent Study

General Description
This track provides the student with an opportunity to go more deeply into a subject area that he/
she was introduced to during the first year.  Potentially, any of the first-year subjects may qualify 
for fruitful in-depth investigation, subject to the availability of the relevant instructor.  The choice 
of topics will be determined by both the student and the instructor in question.  The length of the 

Independent Study may be either a full academic year or one semester.  (In the latter case, a student 
would also need to take one semester of another Independent Study or a Practicum, in order to com-
plete the requirements for an A.A. degree.) 

Procedures
1. Prior to the second year, an ACUS student should explore the possibility of  continuing 

to study a particular subject with the course instructor.  Upon mutual agreement con-
cerning the approximate scope and depth of  the study, the instructor will put together a 
syllabus for the Independent Study, and the student will sign it as an academic contract 
for the year (or semester).  

2. The syllabus will contain the nature of  the study, the key topics to be covered during 
specified time segments, a reading list, requirements during the semester (see below) and 
the weight given to each part, and the nature of  the final thesis to be submitted.  Criteria 
for final evaluation of  the student’s performance will also be specified.1  

3. The syllabus will be submitted to the Dean for approval.

General Requirements
1. Direct, face-to-face contact (office hour) contact:  Unless otherwise approved by the 

Dean, a minimum of  one office-hour visit per week will be required.  These sessions will 
include, but not be limited to, discussion of  the assigned readings, tutorials (as neces-
sary), and progress reports (see next point).  

2. Progress Reports:  The instructor will determine how often the student must submit oral 
and written reports on his/her progress in developing the thesis, in addition to the week-
ly consultations.  These reports will constitute a portion of  the final grade, as indicated 
in the syllabus.

3. Preliminary Draft of  the Final Thesis: at least two weeks prior to the end of  the year (or, 
end of  the semester), the student will submit a draft of  the thesis to the instructor, who 
will provide guidance concerning any need for revision prior to its final submission. 

4. Final Thesis will be submitted in a standard format, at the end of  the year/semester. 

2.2.2  Track Two: Practicum

General Description
This track provides the student with an opportunity to gain practical ministry experience under the 
guidance of both an ACUS faculty member and an on-site supervisor of a Christian organization 
(such as a campus ministry or a mission school), which agrees to serve in this capacity.   The Practi-
cum may be for an entire school year or for one semester, depending on the arrangements made by 
the student and the participating ministry.  Note that ACUS will do whatever it can to assist the 
student in making arrangements with a ministry organization, but it will inevitably be the student’s 
responsibility to find a program through which to gain the experience that qualifies for ACUS credit 
(12 credit hours per semester).  
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Procedures
1. Prior to the second academic year, an ACUS student should investigate the possibility of  

a Practicum with a particular ministry of  his/her choice (e.g., a campus outreach organi-
zation, a church-affiliated outreach ministry, a mission school program), or may request 
assistance from the ACUS Dean in identifying a ministry opportunity suitable for an 
ACUS Practicum.  

2. After negotiations between the student, the ministry in question, and an ACUS faculty 
member who will serve as the student’s coordinator, the Dean will determine the suitabil-
ity of  the arrangements for the Practicum, for either an academic year or a semester.  

3. With the assistance of  the student, the on-site ministry supervisor, and the ACUS faculty 
coordinator, the Dean will finalize a formal contract for the Practicum, and each party 
will sign it in good faith.

4. The contract will involve a description of  the nature of  the ministry the student should 
be engaged in, under the on-site supervisor’s oversight, the approximate number of  
hours-per-week (for the academic year, or for the semester), any special requirements the 
ministry supervisor may request, the student’s reporting arrangements with the faculty 
coordinator, as well as any other requirements or expectations deemed necessary.

5. The faculty coordinator will have the primary responsibility of  maintaining adequate 
communication among the three parties.  The faculty member will seek input from the 
on-site supervisor relative to the student’s performance, but the final evaluation of  the 
student’s work will be the responsibility of  the ACUS coordinator.

General Requirements
1. In cooperation with the on-site ministry supervisor, the ACUS coordinator will deter-

mine the specific goals, objectives and other particulars of  the student’s Practicum.  The 
student will submit monthly reports on his/her learning experience to the coordinator.

2. The faculty member will assign the student readings related to the nature and goals of  
the ministry experience.  The student will incorporate insights gained from the practicum 
and from the readings in preparing a term paper, or a project, each semester.

3. The directed field work itself  constitutes the major part of  the Practicum.  

4. The breakdown of  the 12 credits per semester (24 for the year) will be as follows:

a. Directed Study—regular consultation with both the ACUS faculty coordinator 
and with the on-site ministry supervisor (as much as possible), and monthly re-
ports:  2 credits/semester; 4 credits/academic year.

b. Final Paper, or Project, each semester—description of  practical insights gained 
on the field, incorporating ideas from the supervisor and the coordinator, as well 
as from the assigned readings, along with recommendations for future ministry:  
2 credits/semester; 4 credits/academic year. 

c. Directed Field Work—the total number of  supervised ministry hours will consti-
tute the majority of  the credit for the practicum.  Allowing for any complications 

in scheduling this practical experience, the approximate total number of  hours 
will be 250-300 per semester, or 500-600 for the year—an average of  c. 16-20 
hours per week.

5. Final Note:  If  a student is able to do a Practicum for the entire second year, ACUS will 
not require him/her to participate during holiday periods during which ACUS will not be 
in session.

2.3  Quality of Written Work x
Students are expected to submit properly executed written work (assignments and papers) as defined 
by all of the following criteria. Submissions displaying any of these defects may be downgraded:

•	 written work must be legible: submitted in the requested form, or typed (using a single 
standard font in a uniform point size), or in very clear handwriting (in pen only, not pencil, 
which is harder to read);

•	 out of respect for both the student’s own work and its intended reader, all written work 
must be proofed before it is submitted (read through after it is written and corrected). Any 
work submitted with misspellings and other typographic errors, disjoined text, or other such 
evidence of insufficient interest in controlling the quality of work submitted will be appropri-
ately downgraded;

•	 in all essays and papers, sources of information must be both duly noted and given in the 
proper form (see the following section USE OF BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES);

•	 unless instructed otherwise students must submit assignments and papers to the professor 
by hand and not electronically: it is the responsibility of the student to provide a hard-copy 
form of their work and deliver it in class to the professor;

•	 each student is expected to make progress in writing over the course of each term: students 
must apply the principles of composition, etc., in which they have been instructed;

•	 in the writing of papers, students should be guided by the instructions given in the Trivium 
course text, Readings and Exercises (Reading 2: Writing Papers).

2.4  Use of Bibliographic Sources x
In the writing of papers and the completion of assignments:

•	 sources must be given for both quotations and all information that is not common knowl-
edge;

•	 sources must be given whether the student quotes the source or merely paraphrases it;

•	 given sources must be reputable.

Read and follow the specifications for footnotes and bibliography given in the Trivium course text, 
Readings and Exercises (Reading 2: Writing Papers). Students familiar with other established norms 
(e.g., MLA style) may use these.
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2.5  Transcripts x
Transcripts may be requested from the Registrar through the website. They may be transmitted to 
you by hand, mailed to you in a sealed and signed envelope, or mailed directly to the institution. In 
all requests for transcripts, please supply the address or fax number to which the transcript must be 
sent. There is a small fee for this service.

Grading System

Letter 
Grade Broad Qualitative Assessment Grade-

dations GPA Numeric 
Grade

Specific Qualitative 
Assessment

A
WORK IN THIS RANGE
IS EXCELLENT
– FREE FROM SIGNIFICANT FLAWS

A+ 4.0 97-100%
Beyond all expecta-
tions, distinguished 
work

A 4.0 93-96%

Excellent,
mastery of  the ques-
tion, the work almost 
faultless

A- 3.7 90-92%
Excellent,
virtual mastery with 
minor blemishes

B

WORK IN THIS RANGE IS GOOD BUT 
MARKED IN SOME WAY BY FLAWS

Fails to address some aspect of  the question; 
fails to answer the exact question asked or shows 
insensitivity to what needs support, evidence, 
argument; skimps critically on citation; drifts from 
the topic;
has weaknesses in logic

B+ 3.3 87-89% Very well done, al-
most free of  flaws

B 3.0 83-86%
Good work,
but with more than 
one flaw

B- 2.7 80-82%
Satisfactory work,
but with several nota-
ble flaws

C
WORK IN THIS RANGE IS 
UNSATISFACTORY,
SHOWING VARIOUS DEGREES OF FAIL-
URE TO  DO ALL THAT IS REQUIRED

In addition to the flaws noted above, organiza-
tion, bad grammar and spelling, shows confusion 
about the question, proofing neglected or a lack 
of  understanding of  what is required, or a clear 
lack of  effort

C+ 2.0 77-79%

Successful to a degree
but unsatisfactory on 
the whole, lacking 
many essentials

C 1.7 73-76%
Unsatisfactory,
lacking many essen-
tials

C- 1.3 70-72%
Thoroughly unsat-
isfactory, the task 
scarcely attempted

D D 1.0 60-69%

F 0.0 Less than 
60%

3. Practical Information

d
Calendar of  Events

Fall Term 2019 14 weeks (13 weeks of classes)
Saturday, August 31 Student Orientation Evening
Sunday, Sept. 1 Commencement
Tuesday, Sept. 3 First day of classes
Wednesday, Sept. 4 Walking tour of downtown Blacksburg
Oct. 14-15 Fall break
Oct. 16-18 Mid-term interviews between the Dean and each student
Friday, Nov. 1 Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar at Blackfriar’s Theater, Staunton, Va.

Lecture by Dr. Ralph, 5 p.m. Performance at 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 27-29 Thanksgiving Day break
Monday, Dec. 9 Last day of classes
Dec. 10 Reading Day
Dec 11-13 Exams
Dec. 16 – Jan. 3 Christmas vacation (3 weeks)

Spring Term 2020 14 Weeks (13 weeks of classes)
Monday, Jan. 6 First day of classes
Feb. 17 – 20 Reading Days
Wed., April 8 Last day of classes
April 9 & 10 Easter Break
April 13 Reading day
April 14 – April 17 Exams
April 20 – 24 Grading and cleaning week
April 22 Party
April 23 Oral exams
Sat., April 25 Graduation
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Weekly Class Schedule

3.3  Finance x
Students are responsible for coordinating the payment of fees (Tuition and Residence) for their year 
of study.

Unless a prior arrangement has been made, a student who has not completed fee payments by the 
set deadlines will not be permitted to continue in the Program. We recognize, however, that both 
the student and the student’s family may, in exceptional circumstances, experience difficulty meeting 
their financial obligations. Under such circumstances it is essential that the student discuss the situa-
tion with the Treasurer.

Please address questions concerning fee payment to the Treasurer. Receipts are available upon  
request.

4.  Course Descriptions

d

4.1  Course List x
Fall 
1. Art in the Ancient World
2. History of  Christian Thought 1
3. History of  Christianity 1
4. New Testament Greek 1
5. Literature in Western Culture 1
6. Philosophy in the Ancient World
7. Science & Faith 1
8. Reading the Scriptures 1
9. Trivium (Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric)
10. Seminar: Augustine’s Confessions

Spring
1. Art in the Modern World
2. History of  Christian Thought 2
3. History of  Christianity 2
4. New Testament Greek 2
5. Literature in Western Culture 2
6. Philosophy in the Modern World
7. Science & Faith 2
8. Reading the Scriptures 2
9. Seminar: Music in Western Culture
10. Christian Spirituality

4.2  Fall Semester: The Ancient World x

Why Study the Ancient World?

THE ANCIENT WORLD semester, which covers the period from roughly 3,000 BC to 1400 AD, 
is an attempt to bring back to college education the vital elements of ancient thought that are so 
rarely taught today (even, surprisingly, in Christian colleges). As Christopher Lasch observed already 
thirty years ago,

“In the space of two or three generations, enormous stretches of the ‘Judaeo-Christian tradition,’ so 
often invoked by educators but so seldom taught in any form, have passed into oblivion.”

Without the ideas that were the foundation of the Christian West – ideas that could be called the 
very thinking of the Church – Christians today remain weak in the face of the challenges of our 
time. And perhaps also weak in the face of the eternal challenges.
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The Loss of the Ancient

What ideas do we mean? Consider the twelve you see above – a quickly compiled partial list of ideas 
that were central to life in the ancient world. What is the status of these ideas now? What does the 
average professor today believe about tradition, or wisdom, or reason, or spirit?

Very often tradition is understood as a negative force: it is what holds us back. If you go to univer-
sity to study a subject in the humanities (say, history, philosophy, or art), the odds are that a part of 
your learning will involve appreciating how traditional ideas obstructed progress or the whole devel-
opment of an art or a study. You will indeed see that traditional ideas did just that in science, but this 
is taken to deliver a verdict on tradition itself, not on the proper role of tradition.

Even in Christian studies tradition is often treated negatively – as the ways of man set against the will 
of God, along the lines of Colossians 2:8:

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”

(Yet there is also 2 Thessalonians 2:15: “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which 
ye have been taught.”) So to a degree ‘liberals’ and ‘conservatives’ both look askance at tradition. – 
But what is tradition?

As for wisdom, the average professor does not believe that any outlook can be so ‘privileged’ as to 
be called ‘wisdom’ (with its implied capital-W), since each person has to determine what is wise for 
himself. And as that person’s grasp of wisdom will change over the course of his life, there is really no 
such thing as a fixed body of wisdom that it is vital to transmit, as ancient people understood wis-
dom.

Reason has suffered much the same fate. Students are routinely taught today that each age ‘sets up’ 
what it calls reason and suppresses alternative ways of thinking. The ancient world defined reason as 
the human power that allows us to distinguish true from false, but can there be any such thing, the 
way truth is understood today?

Today’s professors teach that, indeed, every culture does distinguish ‘true’ from ‘false’, but the truth 
of each culture is its own, not universal.

Reason is likewise problematized among Christians, many of whom identify ‘reason’ as the thing we 
are warned against in 1 Corinthians 1:19: “For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise....”

Reason is, once again, a power of man in rebellion against God. – But what is reason? What is man? 
And how have Christians understood these things in the fifteen hundred years prior to the modern 
age?

Finally, what does a 21st-century person think about spirit? Is this a central category, vital to the way 
we understand reality? And how does a scholar today understand the writings of those, in the past, 
who spoke of a spiritual world or supernatural reality: poets, theologians, philosophers? Students 
today are taught that these people did so for some other reason than that there is such a dimension of 
the world.

And spirit – including such things as immaterial souls, supernatural beings like angels – is also a 
realm many Christians find hard to accept.

Are Modern Christians Modern?

The secular world has largely made up its mind about ancient thought: it is what a modern person is 
glad to leave behind. But the important question is what do you think of these ideas?

Do Christians today – because Christianity is ancient in origin – hold the ancient views about such 
things? And if they do not, should they? Should a Christian embrace the ancient ideas and reject the 
modern critiques? Are the modern critiques all simply mistaken?

We live in a time that does not think clearly about these questions. But they deserve our attention.

Better than Presuming – the Opportunity to Learn

One can, of course, simply presume an answer to all of the questions just set forth: ‘put a black 
hat on the ancient man and a white hat on the modern man’ – or vice versa. Strangely, a university 
campus (which prides itself on its critical outlook) is too often a place of just that kind of intellectual 
conformism and lack of thought. But just to reverse the verdict is no better.

What is clearly better is to study what ancient thinkers actually thought, giving attention to their 
reasons for thinking as they did, so as to reach a conclusion about such matters on the basis of under-
standing. THE ANCIENT WORLD program allows students to do this.

What did people – both Christians and pagans – believe about life for thousands of years, and why? 
What are tradition, wisdom, reason, spirit, man, according to the ancient philosophers, the authors 
of the New Testament, and others? Is belief in God, spirit, truth, purpose, meaning, order, sin, salva-
tion, etc., really irrational?

In the next four months you will have the opportunity to learn a great many of the answers given by 
great thinkers of the past (in the form of philosophical texts, poems, inquiry into nature, the stories 
of a people, and the reading of the Scriptures).

The Plan

Five of the nine courses in THE ANCIENT WORLD program proceed chronologically: they begin 
in September at the beginning (of PHILOSOPHY, SCIENCE, LITERATURE, ART, the HISTO-
RY OF THE CHURCH) and move forward, through the centuries, to the threshold of the modern 
period, reached in December.  The course in READING THE SCRIPTURES likewise begins at the 
beginning (at the very beginning) and moves through the texts of the Old Testament to the time of 
the Prophets. As these courses run parallel to each other in time, you will find that the ideas in one 
area of culture shed light on another.

The three remaining courses introduce students to one ANCIENT LANGUAGE (Latin or Greek, 
depending upon what is offered in a given year); in the TRIVIUM SEMINAR, to what Greeks, 
Romans, and Christians considered the most essential training in how to think; and, finally, in the 
AUGUSTINE SEMINAR, to one of the greatest works of ancient and Christian thought.

4.2.1 Art in the Ancient World

OBJECTIVE | This course introduces students to art of the Ancient world through to the Late 
Middle Ages, examining it in its spiritual and intellectual context relative to key developments in the 
cultural life of the West.
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This we do in a steady effort to answer three primary questions: What is an image? (a question also 
central to the Bible) and What is art for? and What art is good?

The lectures move chronologically through the history of art, beginning with the art of Ancient 
Egypt and ending with work of the 15th century, on the verge of the Modern period. As we move 
through time, questions are answered that may have a bearing upon the student’s own understanding 
of the value of what present-day culture offers Christians to engage their imaginations (in movies, 
stories, music, games). Questions the student will be able to answer by the end of the course include:

How much of Ancient art is religious art? How, in the Ancient world, do you ‘read art’? Is a work 
of art a message communicated to the viewer by the artist? How important to the art of this period 
was the artist’s self-expression? What is the attitude of ancient Judaism toward images? What is the 
attitude of the Early Church toward images? Did Christian artists separate themselves from pagan 
imagery? Is Christian art the transmission, in images, of Christian doctrine? What is a cathedral for? 
What is an icon? Why do Byzantine icons ‘look that way’? Can matter (images formed in paint on a 
board) reveal spirit?

Our objective is not to give the student a love of art but, rather, the ‘why’ and ‘wherefore’ of the 
many works left to us from pre-Modern times. As a part of that undertaking – the attempt to under-
stand art – we will look at what people at various moments of Western history have said about what 
art is for, what art must do, and what makes a work of art good.

TEXTS & READINGS | There are no obligatory reading requirements in this course; there is 
however a text in this course, constituted of the works of art that we look at in the lectures, which 
students should come to know.

Instead of doing preparatory reading for each class, as in the other courses, students should devote 
time to studying the works that we have looked at in the lecture. For that purpose, after each lecture 
the slides in that lecture will be posted on the online course page.

The exam is based entirely on the study of the works of art conducted in the lectures and carried out 
on your own.

Students who are interested and find that they have available time may wish to do some outside read-
ing. To this end the schedule below contains a Supplementary Reading column (SUPP), listing the 
relevant pages of E.H. Gombrich, The Story of Art, 13th ed. (a readable and engaging account of the 
history of art) – but this reading is entirely optional.

VIEWING | The same goes for the suggested Viewing. Any student who has not seen the 13-part 
documentary series Civilisation: A Personal View by Sir Kenneth Clark is greatly encouraged to do so.

Following the series will not only further prepare you for the lectures but will help link the works 
seen in this course with some of the music in each period – the selection of music in this series is 
excellent. You will also find the complete text of the series in the library in book form under the same 
title. But, again, this reading is entirely optional.

4.2.2.  History of Christian Thought 1

GOAL | This course provides students with an introduction to Christian history through a chrono-
logical study of key periods and movements, from the Old Testament pre-Christian period to the age 
of the Crusades and the reforms of the Late Middle Ages. Given the breadth of Christian history, the 

course will not attempt to be exhaustive but rather will focus on key themes, ideas, and debates that 
shaped the first thirteen-hundred years of Christianity.

By the conclusion of the course students should be familiar with the principal eras of Christian his-
tory prior to the Reformation and have a greater awareness of the main Christian traditions to that 
date, and their distinctive characteristics.

Specifically, students will acquire a greater understanding of the historical reality of the Resurrec-
tion, the conceptions of Apostolic Succession and heresy, early Christian worship and the Eucharist, 
martyrdom, Gnosticism, the Toleration of Christianity in the Roman empire, Arianism and other 
heresies, the Nicene Creed, asceticism and the rise of monasticism, the Ecumenical Councils, icon-
oclasm, Church-state relations in the Christian East, the spread of Islam, missions to the Slavs, the 
medieval papacy, the Crusades, the Great Schism, the new mendicant orders, the Avignon schism, 
hesychasm, the Ottoman invasions and the fall of Constantinople, and the objectives of the early 
Western reformers.

Students successfully completing this course will communicate clearly and effectively, and be able to:

•	 Demonstrate knowledge of this period in the history of Christianity by identifying and con-
textualizing key leaders, places, events and theological positions;

•	 Identify and sympathetically portray culturally diverse historical expressions of Christian 
commitment that are different from their own;

•	 Show a critical awareness of the interplay of faith and culture by recognizing influences that 
shaped Christian theology and practices;

•	 Understand the historiographical distinction between primary and secondary sources;

•	 Apply some appropriate questions to be asked of a primary source according to its genre, 
purpose, assumptions or bias, intended audience, etc.;

•	 Write an essay that gathers sources appropriate to the assignment and presents findings and/
or thesis in the suggested format;

•	 Develop habits of mind that cannot easily be measured, such as curiosity, delight in learn-
ing, intellectual humility, and awareness of connections with other courses and experiences 
outside class.

4.2.3  History of Christianity 1

This course is designed to survey the global story of the development of the Christian faith from 
the closing of the Biblical canon to the Reformation. The aim of this course is to develop men and 
women knowledgeable about the good and bad ways Christianity has engaged culture in history, and 
equipped to apply historical lessons to contemporary challenges. 

Course Objectives

•	 To grow in personal, Christian character.
•	 To demonstrate familiarity with basic historical events and theology within the course of 

Christian history.
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•	 To analyze how culture and Christianity interact in historical settings.
•	 To be able to identify major shifts in doctrine and practice from the early church to the refor-

mation in order to better understand and engage with contemporary challenges.
•	 To be familiar with the general history of non-Western Christianity.
•	 To develop a passion for Christian history and the skills to apply historical lessons to contem-

porary life.

Reading Assignments

•	 Gonzalez, Justo. The Story of Christianity: The Early Church to the Dawn of the Reforma-
tion 

•	 Hastings, Adrian. A World History of Christianity (selections) 
•	 Stark, Rodney. The Triumph of Christianity (selections)
•	 Williams, Daniel. Retrieving the Tradition and Reviving Evangelicalism: A Primer for Suspi-

cious Protestants

New Testament Greek 1

SCOPE | This course introduces students with no previous knowledge of New Testament Greek 
to the rudiments of the language. This will involve mastering the various word endings for nouns, 
adjectives, and pronouns; the verb conjugations; and the principal rules of grammar and syntax. At 
the same time, we shall translate during each lecture, chiefly from Greek into English. The enduring 
richness and vitality of this ‘dead’ language becomes evident as we read classical authors.

There will also be a weekly ‘quiz’ – consisting of the translation of five sentences and the explaining 
grammatical forms. 

Students learn through class lectures, translations, and regular written assignments

The course will involve testing students on their progress in acquiring vocabulary and their facility 
with grammar.

4.2.4  Literature in Western Culture 1

Literature is an interpretive presentation of human life in an artistic form.  As such, it stands be-
tween, yet is distinct from, its sister disciplines of history and philosophy.  With philosophy, it seeks 
to interpret human experience, to make sense of life, to wrestle with what have been called “the big 
questions.”  But, unlike philosophy, it does so concretely, through a poem, play or story.  The worl-
dview is implicit:  literature at its best shows, it doesn’t tell.  With history, it records and reflects hu-
man experience, yet it does so in a very selective way.  It simplifies, but also deepens and focuses life.  
Aristotle observed that history concerns itself more with particulars, and literature with universals.  
History is what happened yesterday, literature is what always happens.  Byron observed that the ex-
ploits of heroes, unless captured in poetry, are easily forgotten.  In fact, it could be argued that many 
of the most popular and influential works of philosophy and history have been very literary in nature 
(no one is story-deaf ).  And it is certainly true that the Bible is a profoundly literary book.  Jesus was, 
among many other things, a poetic Genius.  His teachings are full of vivid figures of speech, and He 
constantly made connections between the heavenly and the earthly realms, which is the essence of 
the poetic gift.  

Western Lit I will begin with a brief introduction to the study of literature.  We will then work our 
way through selected masterworks of the Classical, Medieval and Renaissance eras.  

A careful study of a culture’s literature is one of the best ways to take the measure of the culture and 
understand the soul of its people.  Literature can give us insight, unavailable elsewhere, into the spe-
cifics of an age, and also show us how human nature has not changed from age to age.  One of the 
learning objectives is to appreciate the way in which the literary works of western civilization reflect 
and shed light on its intellectual and cultural traditions.  As missionaries to the post-modern West, 
we will march through the center of the western literary canon to better understand how to reach our 
generation with the gospel, how to “lead our nation and shape our culture.”  

There are many ways in which this form of study can contribute to students’ personal, professional, 
academic, and spiritual growth.  We will discuss these in our first two weeks of the course.  

4.2.5  Philosophy in the Ancient World

DESCRIPTION | Do you know yourself, and what would it mean to do so? What does it mean 
to ‘examine your life’? What is the fundamental character of life on this earth – and does it even 
make sense to talk this way? What is desire? Does life have a purpose? Do we do things for reasons?

Why do we want what we want? Are you good? What would it mean, to be a good person? Can you 
be good if you just set your mind to it? What does it mean to be a true friend? Is there philosophy in 
the Bible? Doesn’t the Apostle Paul talk about being ruined by philosophy?

These are some of the one-hundred-or-so questions, raised by ancient thinkers (Jews, Greeks, and 
Christians), that we will study in this course.

We will look at the most enduring answers given to these questions by the greatest thinkers in the 
Western tradition up to the end of the Apostolic period. We take seriously the contribution of the 
New Testament as further ancient thinking addressed to the answering of these questions. (This will 
draw us into consideration of many central issues in philosophy: truth, justice, love, the soul, poli-
tics, the individual, reason, etc.)

It may be apparent, then, that the purpose of this course is to furnish students with philosophical 
resources for the living of their lives. But why not put it in the way the ancient world put it?

Do people need ‘philosophical resources for the living of their lives’? No. They simply need to know 
the truth, know what can be known about the most basic questions of life.

The knowledge we study is knowledge of life – practical knowledge, as relevant to daily life as knowl-
edge of the seasons is relevant to farming. We need to see the world as it is simply because not to do 
so is to be at risk of making dangerous miss-steps in life.

And isn’t it true that today many people are at risk? Their education entirely ignores these questions 
-- as if they were the ‘concerns of philosophers’, or as if the answers we naturally give to What is 
desire and What makes a thing good are perfectly trustworthy.

But they are not trustworthy, since they are generally the answers furnished by the prevailing culture, 
filtered by a modern world-view that has turned against the Christian tradition and its wisdom, the 
wisdom of the ancients.

These are some of the one-hundred-or-so questions, raised by ancient thinkers (Jews, Greeks, and 
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Christians), that we will study in this course. We will look at the most enduring answers given to 
these questions by some of the greatest thinkers in the Western tradition. It may be apparent, then, 
that the purpose of this course is to furnish students with philosophical resources for the living of 
their lives.

OBJECTIVE & MEANS( ‘THE PROPOSITIONS’) | The student in this course has one 
primary task: to learn the substance of a series of key views (roughly ten per lecture), gradually 
introduced as the lectures proceed. We shall call these views propositions. The student is required to 
learn roughly 125 propositions drawn from the readings and that will be stated in the course of the 
lectures.
 That is, with respect to each such proposition, by exam time the student should be able to:
• state the Proposition correctly, 
• name its author,
• give its approximate date,
• explain what it means,

• and, especially, present the justification that was given for it by its author.

That is, if Proposition 1 is the view that ‘Everything on earth will let you down’, the student should 
learn those words (accuracy often matters), learn whose idea this is and when (roughly) it was stat-
ed, learn what this means (let you down in what ways? what does ‘everything’ include?), and be able 
to state some of the main reasons for which this author held such a view and believed what it states 
(what is the evidence that such a view might be correct? what could a defender of this view say in its 
defense?)

It should be apparent, from the above, that it is not necessary for the student to take copious notes. 
‘Capturing’ entire lectures in note form would really not help the student accomplish the above 
objective. Your focus is the substance of the propositions, which the lecture will help you to under-
stand.

4.2.6  Science & Faith 1

AIM & SCOPE | The 19th-C view of religion, particularly the Christian religion, was thought to 
be antagonistic to the development of science but how does this view stand up in the light of an ac-
tual look at pre-modern science? This course, focused upon Antiquity and the Middle Ages, provides 
the background needed to understand the complex history of thought that led to Modern Science. It 
asks,

What are the major ideas in science and how have those ideas evolved? What are the common mis-
conceptions and myths in science? And what does the Christian Church believe about science?

How have reason and faith worked together in the development of science? What led to the emer-
gence of genuine science?

All human cultures possess forms of technology, which reflect the human response to the problems 
of survival: problem-solving may produce technology, but does it generate science? Early medicine 
was a mixture of incantation, empirical remedies, and crude surgery. To this day animistic cultures 
remain hard soil into which to plant scientific ideas. Why?

We shall examine the flowering of abstract mathematics and the great cultural insight of the Hip-
pocratic physicians, and then the decline into the uncritical encyclopedic cataloguing of the Roman 
period. Following the rediscovery via the Muslim world of the scientific works of Aristotle, the 13th 
and 14th centuries, rather than the Enlightenment, turn out to be a critical turning point, permit-
ting the later revolutions of modern scientific thought.

TEXTS | There are two principal texts in this course:

•	 Ronald L. Numbers. Galileo Goes to Jail and Other Myths about Science and Religion. 
Cambridge, Mass.:Harvard, 2009. ISBN 978-0-674-03327-6

•	 Rodney Stark. For the Glory of God: How Monotheism Led to Reformations, Sci-
ence, Witch-Hunts, and the End of Slavery. Princeton University Press, 2004. ISBN 
9780691119502

Supplementary Reading (not required). A valuable resource for those interested in reading further is:

•	 David C. Lindberg. The Beginnings of Western Science: The European Scientific Tradition 
in Philosophical, Religious, and Institutional Context, 600 B.C. to A.D. 1450. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1992. ISBN 0226482316

4.2.7  Reading the Scriptures 1

Reading the Bible should be a form of prayer. The Bible should be read in God’s presence and as 
the unfolding of His mind. It is not just a book, but God’s love letter to you. It is God’s revelation, 
God’s mind, operating through your mind and your reading, so your reading is your response to 
His mind and will. Reading it is aligning your mind and will with God’s; therefore, it is a fulfill-
ment of the prayer, “Thy will be done,” which is the most basic and essential key to achieving our 
whole purpose on earth: holiness and happiness. —Peter Kreeft, You Can Understand the Bible, 
xi–xii

DESCRIPTION | The Bible is foundational to the development of Western thought and culture, 
yet most people have no more than a passing acquaintance with its contents. Even the experience 
of many (dare I say most?) church-going Christians tends to be one of piecemeal encounters with 
Scripture: Sunday-school stories about ‘heroes of the Bible’, Christmas pageants, seasonal readings 
and sermons, favorite hymns and choruses, etc.

The aim of this course is to encourage students to approach Scripture as a whole – to see that, al-
though the Bible is in fact a library (scores of books, each with its own integrity, written over the 
course of centuries, by numerous human authors), it is yet bound together as one volume by the one 
Divine Author, presenting a coherent revelation: God’s Word to His people.

This course focuses on texts from the Old Testament, with special attention paid to the topics of 
providence and redemption, creation and fall, the land of promise, exile and return, call and cove-
nant, and kings and prophets. That said, we will yet seek to read the Old in the context of the New, 
conscious always of Jesus’ declaration, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law and the 
Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil them.” Mt.5:17

While our focus will be primarily on the content of the Bible, we will also reflect upon how we read 
and understand the text, often drawing into our discussion insights from other Christian writers 
throughout the centuries.
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4.2.8  Trivium (Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric)

“To say of what is that it is not, or of what is not that it is, is false, while to say of what is that it is, 
and of what is not that it is not, is true” – Aristotle

“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 
who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” – Isaiah 5:20

DESCRIPTION | This course is a practical introduction to the Trivium, the three ‘arts of truth’ 
that Christians such as Augustine, Boethius, Thomas Aquinas, Philip Melanchthon, Isaac Watts, C.S. 
Lewis, Norman Geisler, Peter Kreeft, and many others have accepted as studies that lay out for us the 
‘laws of thought’ that we ignore at our peril.

The three components of the Trivium – Grammar, Logic, and Rhetoric – were once counted essen-
tials of any proper education.

In Grammar students are taught not the structure of sentences (which they have studied long ago, 
and where their grammar training stopped) but the structuring and mechanics of texts: sentences 
assembled into the kinds of text (articles and chapters) that you will encounter in most of your future 
reading.

Students are also taught to read more accurately. To learn well and write well you must first learn to 
read well: to understand how writers organize complex thoughts. Given the emphasis placed at this 
College upon truth, careful reading – i.e., the accurate assessment of what an author has in fact said 
– is counted an essential skill.

The seminar will assist the student to read with greater comprehension by using techniques of textual 
analysis: students are shown how to read with a pencil (analyzing texts into divisions, identifying 
theses, etc.) and are given some practice in précis writing (accurate summarizing).

In Logic students are shown how to use ideas, define terms, and argue to a correct conclusion. They 
are also taught how to identify and defuse logical fallacies.

Logic is approached not as abstract symbolic logic (the form usually taught at universities) but in 
its ancient form, linked more vitally with what people say and what things are. Logic, as it was for 
Aristotle and Aquinas, is a tool for discovering the truth about the world, for discovering what is so. 
Accordingly, we examine Ideas, Definitions, Propositions, Predicables (things that may be ‘said of ’ 
another thing), Reasoning, Syllogisms, and Fallacies.

It is noteworthy that, prior to the twentieth century, logic was taught to younger students (of high-
school age or younger) as a part of general education or what every student should know. This course 
makes use of logic textbooks that were used a century or more ago by students of this younger age. 
(You should not, therefore, worry that this might be a subject that is ‘beyond you’.)

Lastly comes Rhetoric, an application of grammar and logic oriented to convincing others (or is it, 
rather, finding the truth in discussion with others?). Throughout the Augustine College program 
students are given plenty of exercise (in papers and verbally) in making arguments for various conclu-
sions; here they have the opportunity to pay direct attention to the ways and means of convincing.

4.2.9  Seminar: Augustine’s Confessions

DESCRIPTION | Widely considered the first modern persona to emerge in Western literature 
– although he lived in the fourth century! – St. Augustine is also the quintessential doctor of the 
Western Christian tradition, a philosopher-cum-theologian whose place in the canon of the “Great 
Books” is firmly secured not only by the Confessions but by such classics as The City of God and On 
Christian Doctrine. It is arguably the Confessions, however, that reads most easily to our contempo-
raries, seeming at times as if it could have been composed in our own day – so startlingly honest and 
frank is its tone, so poignant its consideration of the human condition.

In this Seminar, we encounter the narrative of a man whose conversion – as seismic in its propor-
tions as perhaps any ever recorded – leads him not to the secure precincts of a comforting ideology, 
but rather to the wild frontier of the ultimate Mystery: Augustine does not so much give us answers, 
as introduce his readers, believers and unbelievers alike, to the full extent of the important questions 
waiting to be asked. Indeed, in the thirteen books of the Confessions we discover that faith, far from 
avoiding the challenges of reason, takes them to an otherwise unattainable and entirely new level.

FORMAT | Each seminar will include a brief lecture, followed by large-group discussion in the 
second half of the class. Each student will be expected to have selected a passage from the assigned 
section of the Confessions; this passage, and the student’s reflections on it, are in turn to be shared 
with the class. The goal is for us to inspire one another to a prayerful, but reflective, (re)reading of 
the text, in order to both stretch our minds and open our hearts. It is hoped that students will allow 
the streams of their other classes to flow into the course of their reading while also bringing the riches 
of their own learning and life experience to bear upon their engagement of this classic work

d
4.3  Spring Semester: The Modern World x

Did the ancient world end around 1400 and the modern world begin? No, nor did Western culture 
faithful to the ancient insights disappear at that time, or completely vanish as the centuries unfolded. 
There is no date at which ancient insights were historically discredited, at which point modern histo-
ry began. And yet there is a modern world.

THE MODERN WORLD PROGRAM, which covers the period from roughly AD 1400 to the 
present century, traces two streams of cultural history side by side: the further development, in this 
period, of civilization guided by the ancient insights, and, the simultaneous emergence and rise of a 
reaction against insights of the ancient tradition, in the form of distinctly Modern (and Post-mod-
ern) thought.

‘Modern’ therefore has two senses: on the one hand it has the meaning ‘of the last 1,500 years’, and, 
on the other (and more distinctly), ‘something from that period that rejects or challenges past views, 
or goes beyond ancient limits’ – as we see in the following contrasts.

Where the ancient person is preoccupied with the idea of unity, the modern is preoccupied with 
plurality – and so on, in a shift from

community to individual 

old to new
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eternity to history 

spirit to matter

reason to passion 

knowledge to uncertainty 

wisdom to information 

God to man

tradition to change

good to values

symbol to communication

“Modern Bad, Ancient Good”

Are all modern ideas bad? If the history of Christianity is the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in 
sinful creatures, might it be that some new changes not seen in the ancient world are good indeed: 
the end of slavery? the emancipation of women? the recognition of children as something more than 
irritants (creatures ‘to be seen and not heard’)?

Can we afford to simplify our talk and use ‘modern’ as a pejorative? Is there a mirror outlook to the 
one sketched on pages 25-26, where we pictured a 21st-century professor’s verdicts on ideas central 
to the ancient world? It is easy to find real people who routinely dismisses the ancient outlook; can’t 
we find the opposite: real people who routinely dismiss the modern?

When we discover what is modern we might then be in a position to see that we are modern in ways 
we had not suspected. Is this a good thing or not? The task then is to weigh the matter at hand: not 
deciding who is ancient and who is modern but who makes the best sense. And we should ask, also: 
makes sense by what kind of thinking? By a thinking continuous or discontinuous with the Biblical 
understanding that was meant to guide the Church in every century? What are the issues and how 
are they related to Christian life?

The Opportunity to Learn

The Modern World Program offers the student the opportunity to study this period: first, to appreci-
ate what is distinctive about the modern world: what ancient ideas it overturns, what ancient limits  
it surpasses.

It also gives the student valuable knowledge by which to answer the question, how did art, literature, 
philosophy, and science come to be what they are today? And to answer, to what extent are new 
developments (experimental science, modernist poetry, abstract art) contrary to the ancient out-
look? Does ‘new’ mean ‘modern’: or can new developments be in perfect accord with an unchanging 
world-view?

Finally, the student has the opportunity to read modern thinkers in their own words, and to assess 
their arguments in the critical light of past thought (rather than, as is far too common today, as the 
‘point at which modern people must start’).

Given that so much in contemporary cultural life operates with this presumption of ‘modern supe-
riority’, THE MODERN WORLD program will help students proceeding into the secular world 
acquire a deeper understanding of why so many people today have rejected belief in God, truth,  

purpose, meaning, order, sin, salvation, etc. That is, it will put the student in a position to engage 
with the views they will encounter at every turn, in university classrooms, in books and magazines, 
on tv and in films, and in conversation with friends.

Students who have some understanding of the basis of commonly held views can do more than say 
‘That is wrong’ or ‘I disagree’. A deeper knowledge of the modern outlook may actually allow  
students to challenge the presumptions behind such beliefs. Students who enroll in both programs, 
ANCIENT and MODERN, will be able to put modern positions in dialogue with ancient ones, the 
older views being positions that many people today have never really had presented to them (save in 
the form of a caricature).

Five of the nine courses in THE MODERN WORLD program proceed chronologically: PHILOS-
OPHY, SCIENCE, LITERATURE, ART, and the HISTORY OF THE CHURCH begin in January 
at (or near) the beginning of the modern era and move forward, through the centuries, to finish in 
the 21st century, reached in April. The course in READING THE SCRIPTURES proceeds even 
further forward, moving from the books of Wisdom through to the book of Revelation.

As these courses run parallel to each other in time, you will find that the ideas in one area of culture 
shed light on another – that people live in a world of ideas that permeate every region of culture.

The remaining courses introduce students to one ANCIENT LANGUAGE (Latin or Greek, to be 
determined each year); and, finally, in the MUSIC SEMINAR, to a legacy of Western civilization 
that is not ideas-related but that is in touch with a world that ideas, perhaps, only point to.

4.3.1  Art in the Modern World

Over-arching ACUS themes for this course: 

•	 What are the insights of modern times and do they overturn ancient thought?

•	 How did art come to be, and what is it today? 

•	 Do we wish to return to the past, or react against ancient thought and art?

•	 Modern World Spring Semester program: 

•	 Why do so many people reject Christian truth? 

•	 How would the thinkers/artists of the past engage modern critics/artists?

Weekly class structure

Each week will focus on a different chronological period and art focus/type of modern western art 
(late Medieval/early Renaissance onwards).

Three main reasoning skills will be developed as we examine the art and culture of each period: 

1) Causation – why is art produced? What does it tell us about the value of human life? 

2) Comparison – similarities and differences to the period(s) before, noting continuities and changes 
in the art and how that reflects cultural, societal and religious values. Are differing values and chang-
ing art styles relative?

3) Connections – are the cultural, societal and religious values in the various works of art from the 
period present today? How would artists of the past engage modern secular or religious society?
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Each two-hour class will begin with a recap of student researched work from the previous class,  
followed by a brief introduction of the new historical and art period. Two examples will be intro-
duced and examined in depth as examples of the period (instructor examples will be provided by 
email after each class to students for review and study purposes). Short videos will aid class discussion 
and analysis of the works. Student think/pair/share activity and engaging class dialogue will be  
a strong focus of this course.

4.3.2  History of Christian Thought 2

GOAL | This course provides students with an introduction to Christian history through a chrono-
logical study of key periods and movements from the start of the Reformation to the 21st century. 
The course will focus on key themes, ideas, and debates that shaped the last five-hundred years of 
Christianity.

By the conclusion of the course students should be familiar with the major movements of Christian 
history since the Reformation and have a greater awareness of the main Christian traditions from 
that date to the present.

Specifically, students will acquire a greater understanding of the medieval abuses in the Catholic 
church; the causes and origins of the Reformation; the theologies of Luther, Calvin and Zwingli; 
the “Radical Reformation” of the Anabaptists; Henry VIII’s break with Rome and the development 
of the Anglican Church; the Scottish Reformation; the Catholic/Counter- Reformation; Eastern 
Christianity under the Ottomans; the golden age of Orthodox monasticism; the rise of Rationalism 
and Pietism; Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant missions; Puritans and dissenters in America; the 
Great Awakenings; the Oxford Movement; Vatican I and papal infallibility; the spread of Pentecostal-
ism and emergence of global Evangelicalism; the Orthodox Churches under Communism and in the 
diaspora; the Ecumenical Movement; the Second Vatican Council; the end of Christendom; and the 
response of the Churches to contemporary social and moral challenges.

Students successfully completing this course will communicate clearly and effectively, and be able to:
•	 Demonstrate knowledge of this period in the history of Christianity by identifying and con-

textualizing key leaders, places, events and theological positions;
•	 Identify and sympathetically portray culturally diverse historical expressions of Christian 

commitment that are different from their own;
•	 Show a critical awareness of the interplay of faith and culture by recognizing influences that 

shaped Christian theology and practices;
•	 Understand the historiographical distinction between primary and secondary sources;
•	 Apply some appropriate questions to be asked of a primary source according to its genre, 

purpose, assumptions or bias, intended audience, etc.;
•	 Write an essay that gathers sources appropriate to the assignment and presents findings and/

or thesis in the suggested format;
•	 Develop habits of mind that cannot be easily measured, such as curiosity, delight in learn-

ing, intellectual humility, and awareness of connections with other courses and experiences 
outside class.

4.3.3  History of Christianity 2

Course Description:

This course is designed to survey the global story of the development of the Christian faith from the 
Reformation to the present day. The aim of this course is to develop men and women knowledgeable 
about the good and bad ways Christianity has engaged culture in history, and equipped to apply 
historical lessons to contemporary challenges. 

Course Objectives:
•	 To grow in personal, Christian character.
•	 To demonstrate familiarity with basic historical events and theology within the course of 

Christian history.
•	 To analyze how culture and Christianity interact in historical settings.
•	 To be able to identify major shifts in doctrine and practice from the early church to the refor-

mation in order to better understand and engage with contemporary challenges.
•	 To be familiar with the general history of non-Western Christianity.
•	 To develop a passion for Christian history and the skills to apply historical lessons to contem-

porary life.

Reading Assignments:
•	 Gonzalez, Justo. The Story of Christianity: The Reformation to the Present Day
•	 Hastings, Adrian. A World History of Christianity (selections) 
•	 Stark, Rodney. The Triumph of Christianity (selections)
•	 Jacobs, Alan. The Year of Our Lord 1943: Christian Humanism in an Age of Crisis

4.3.4  New Testament Greek 2

SCOPE | This course introduces students with no previous knowledge of New Testament Greek  
to the rudiments of the language. 

It will involve mastering the various word endings for nouns, adjectives, and pronouns; the verb 
conjugations; and the principal rules of grammar and syntax. At the same time, we shall translate 
during each lecture, chiefly from Greek into English. There will also be a weekly ‘quiz’ – consisting 
of the translation of five sentences and the explaining grammatical forms. The enduring richness and 
vitality of this ‘dead’ language becomes evident as we read classical authors and simple passages from 
the Greek New Testament.

Students learn through class lectures, translations, and regular written assignments.

The course will involve testing students on their progress in acquiring vocabulary and their facility 
with grammar.

4.3.5  Literature in Western Culture 2

This course provides a survey of Western literature since the Renaissance.    We will begin with a brief 
review as to what the study of literature is all about.  We will then work our way through selected 
masterworks of Neoclassicism, Romanticism, Nineteenth-Century Realism and Naturalism, and 
Twentieth-Century Modernism and Post-Modernism. 
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We still study classics of Western literature.  These works are considered classics because of their 
aesthetic and dramatic intensity and because they both reflected and helped shape Western culture.  
As we study them chronologically, we will see how much of the culture tragically began to shift from 
one that largely believed in the gospel to one that largely disbelieved.  

Yet literature does more than reflect ideas.  Storytelling, poetry, and drama have been around as long 
as and perhaps longer than abstract ideas have.  Note, for example, how relatively few abstractions 
are in the Old Testament, which is almost entirely narrative and poetry.  Literature is an art form of 
concrete imagery and dramatic action through the medium of words that can do as much or more 
than nonfiction can to shape a human soul and an entire culture.  But how is it that some literature 
has more of this power than others?  What makes a work good enough to attain the level of a  
“classic”?  This course will therefore also examine some of the basic structural elements of story,  
poetry, and drama that create high quality, inspire readers, and bring them back to these works again 
and again. 

There are myriad ways in which this form of study can contribute to students’ personal, professional, 
academic, and/or spiritual growth, and we will continue our discussions on that topic from the fall 
course.

4.3.6  Philosophy in the Modern World

DESCRIPTION | What is evil? What is its cause? What is objectivity – objective morality? What 
is the status of reason? Is the truth about the world accessible to all, if people simply think  
correctly? What are virtues? What is the place of pleasure in life? How do we discover wrong: as a 
matter of fact or as a matter of feeling? Should your mind direct your desires, or should your desires 
direct your mind? Can happiness be measured? Can you prove that an act is right? What is ‘meta-
physical knowledge’, and is it an ancient fiction? What is modern philosophy and how is it different 
from ancient philosophy? What is postmodernism and how is it not modern philosophy? Is truth 
really power?

These are some of the one-hundred-or-so questions that we will examine in this course. We will look 
at the most influential answers given to these questions in the Modern period. If the purpose of this 
course is to give students philosophical resources for the living of their lives, it will be important to 
prepare them for the historic challenges to the beliefs of Christians. How do Modern thinkers justify 
these departures? What must they believe in order to do so?

As thinking adults, we ought to see where the concepts we lean on most have come from. It is a valu-
able exercise to discover how much of our own understanding of the world has been inherited from 
thinkers who have worked hard to escape God’s order, as man has always done throughout human 
history. Are you modern, ancient, postmodern? Know thyself. And determine what you should be.

OBJECTIVE & MEANS | Considering many of the same issues examined in the fall course, this 
course goes on to look at modern developments in philosophy: the abandoning of central concerns 
of ancient philosophy and the attempt to give philosophy a different foundation – leading to very 
different conclusions about life and morality.

TEXT | The text for this course is formed entirely of readings from the works of the philosophers 
studied, which will be distributed as bound Readings – with the exception of Martin Buber’s I and 
Thou, which must be purchased.

4.3.7  Science & Faith 2

AIM & SCOPE | This course addresses the great revolutions of modern science, in physics,  
biology, and medicine.

The beginnings of Modern Science include experimental discoveries by Galileo with the telescope, 
the idea of a new sun-centered, planetary system by Copernicus, Kepler’s laws of planetary motion, 
and finally the formulation by Newton of the universal law of motion and the universal law of  
gravity.

Revolution I in the biological sciences began with the work of Darwin, building on earlier achieve-
ments in classification.

Revolution II is the dramatic development in physics, such as the discovery of electromagnetic and 
sub-atomic forces, Einstein’s theories of special relativity and general relativity, and quantum physics 
– theories with profound implications for the way we understand the universe.

Revolution III is the development of biochemistry and physiological medicine, and the arrival of 
molecular biology and genetics.

All are based on a naturalistic exploration of the world, entirely appropriate as long as it is a scientific 
convenience rather than (as Dawkins et alia maintain) the height of logical rationalism. But what 
does science tell us about who we are? Is purely naturalistic thinking, appropriate to the practice of 
science, or adequate as an understanding of man?

We will explore the weaknesses of all the modern, popular views of man: man as a creature of evolu-
tion, man as a creature of subconscious forces (Freud), man as a creature of economic forces (Marx). 

TEXTS | There are two principal texts in this course:
•	 Ronald L. Numbers. Galileo Goes to Jail and Other Myths about Science and Religion. 

Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard, 2009. ISBN 978-0-674-03327-6
•	 Rodney Stark. For the Glory of God: How Monotheism Led to Reformations, Sci-

ence, Witch-Hunts, and the End of Slavery. Princeton University Press, 2004. ISBN 
9780691119502

Supplementary Reading (not required). A valuable resource for those interested in reading further is:
•	 David C. Lindberg. The Beginnings of Western Science: The European Scientific Tradition 

in Philosophical, Religious, and Institutional Context, 600 B.C. to A.D. 1450. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1992. ISBN 0226482316

4.3.8  Reading the Scriptures 2

DESCRIPTION | This course focuses on the last part of the Old Testament (Psalms and Wisdom 
literature) and the entire New Testament (the Gospels, the Epistles including the Letter to Hebrews, 
John and Jude, James and Peter, the Book of Revelation), with special attention paid to the content 
of the four Gospels.

Our focus will be primarily on the content of the Bible. We will also reflect upon how we read and 
understand the text, often drawing into our discussion insights from other Christian writers  
throughout the centuries.
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4.3.9  Seminar: Music in Western Culture

DESCRIPTION | This seminar is intended not only to expose students only to great works of 
music themselves, and thereby foster music appreciation, but to contextualize such works in their so-
cial, cultural and religious contexts. Major periods and composers, from Gregorian Chant to George 
Gershwin, will be explored in light of contemporary historical events and influences. Students will 
also have the opportunity to correlate what they learn to their attendance at the symphony and other 
concerts throughout the year.

FORMAT | Each seminar will focus on listening together to the relevant musical selections, inter-
spersed with commentary by the instructor and large-group discussion.

TEXTS & READINGS  | There is no text in this class; occasional handouts may be provided. 
Students who would like to do background reading are invited to consult the following:

Abraham, Gerald. The Concise Oxford History of Music. Oxford University Press, 1980.  
ISBN 978-0193113190

Grout, Donald J. and Palisca, Claude V. A History of Western Music. W.W. Norton & Company, 
2001. ISBN 0-393-97527-4

  4.3.10  Christian Spirituality

The modernist mentality ignores or rejects the experiential side of Christianity. The postmodernist 
mentality may overemphasize experience at the expense of other forms of truth.  What is needed is a 
balanced approach. This course will define what we mean by spirituality and its role in the Christian 
life. It will explore spiritual theology, that branch of theology that deals with such topics as these: 
personal experience, the presence of the Holy Spirit, the history of lay movements and revivals, 
the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, union with God, growth and formation and various models 
thereof, conversion, guidance from God, and spiritual classics such The Imitation of Christ and The 
Screwtape Letters, and other areas. 

We will discuss spiritual disciplines and how we might apply these to ourselves.  These disciplines, all 
of which were part of early Christianity and Judaism, include prayer, fasting, worship, solitude, ser-
vice, fellowship, study, and simplicity.  But this course will seek to put into practice, not merely learn 
about, many of these means of drawing closer to our true selves and to God through Christ.  Finally, 
we will learn about and seek God’s call: “What does God want me to do with my life?”
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