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Special thanks to Virginia Whittaker, Tom Miller and the
Historical Society members in the research library for this
tour information.

For additional visitor information, contact
Giles County Chamber of Commerce
203 North Main Street
Pearisburg, Virginia 24134
540/921-5000

SW QUADRANT

Begin your tour on VA 460 bypass. Exit at
Pearisburg business 460 and Rt. 100 S. Follow
the ramp .6 mi to the stoplight.

Wilburn Valley

1. Continue south on Rt. 100 (Main Street) for 2.7 mi. Turn
right on Rt. 665 (Wilburn Valley Road) and continue through
the beautiful farmland of Wilburn Valley 4.7 mi.
2. Turn left on Rt. 663 (Sugar Run Road)
3. Travel .6 mi and turn right on Old Thessalia Road. The
1 Thessalia Methodist Church and cemetery are on this
route. To return to Rt. 663, pass the church and make 1
left turn.
4. Turn Right on Sugar Run Rd. (Instead of Left to Thesalia).
Go about 3.5 miles. The last 2 miles is dirt road. After 3
miles look for 2 Woods Hole Hostel on the left. Woods
Hole Hostel is an operating hostel catering to Appalachian
Trail Hikers and a Bed & Breakfast. The original chestnut
log cabin was built in 1880.
5. Continuing up 0.5 miles. Park at the Fork and the
Appalachian Trail will be on your right.
6. Return to Rt. 100 S and travel 7.4 mi. At the community of
3 Poplar Hill, turn right onto Rt. 42 W (Walker’s Creek
Valley Road) and continue on to White Gate on The
Bluegrass Trail. Poplar Hill was named in 1774 by Samuel
Shannon who felled huge poplar trees to make space for
his log home.

2.

5 Bane House built around 1792. John Bane operated

a grist mill in the early 1800’s. A second mill was run by
Samuel Bane. Both wooden dams were destroyed by
floods. A third concrete dam was constructed in 1926
by Henry Bane, son of Samuel, and the mill continued
operating until 1938.
3. West of the Bame House was the site of the 6 White Gate
Presbyterian Academy and the academy was known to
be the educational center of the county. Students came
great distances to board and attend school.
4. 7 Walker’s Creek Presbyterian Church is .4 mi on the
right on Rt. 42. Constructed in the late 1800’s, this church
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
5. .1 mi on the right is 8 White Gate High School which
opened in 1918 and operated until 1938. It is now the
White Gate Ruritan Community Center.
6. Across from the Community Center, turn left on Rt. 670
(Flat Hollow Road). At .4 mi. continue right on Flat Hollow
Road.
7. Continue through the beautiful farmland on Flat Hollow
Road, 2.8 mi. bearing right at a hairpin turn and cross the
bridge.
8. .1 mi turn left on Rt. 667 (White Pine Road) into the Amish
Community. .7 mi on the left is the 9 Stinson Family
Cemetery- 1863.
9 .3.3 mi. bear right onto Rt. 670 (Flat Hollow Road). Travel
.4 mi to the stop sign and turn right onto Rt. 42 east and
continue 6.2 miles to stop sign.
10.Immediately to your left is the 10 King House built in 1902.
Turn left at the stop sign onto Rt. 100.

Staffordsville

being affiliated with a church group, he depended on the
Methodists who attended the camp meetings for his salary
and upkeep.
3. Bear left on Rt. 730 (Eggleston Road) and travel 1.5 mi.
Turn right on Rt. 622 (Bear Springs Road). Here is the
community of 13 Trigg, named for Daniel and William
Trigg; also known as the Irish Settlement. At .2 mi, turn
right on Rt. 706 and travel .1 mi to Wesley’s Chapel and the
entrance to Sheffey Memorial Campground.
4. Continue back down Rt. 706 and turn left on Rt. 622.
Travel .2 mi to return to Rt. 730. Turn right at the stop sign.

Eggleston

The first permanent white settlement in Giles County settled
by Adam Harmon in 1749. Adam Harmon’s settlement was a
stopping and resting place for people from Virginia and other
eastern states who were moving to the Northwest Territory.
It was known as Gunpowder Springs (because of the smell
of the sulphur water spring located near the Palisades) and
Stay Tide. The name of the Post Office was changed to
Eggleston in 1886. A resort was established here on the east
side of the river across from the cliffs in the 1830’s and was
known as Hygean Springs, then Chapman Springs when Dr.
Chapman took it over in 1853, and finally Eggleston Springs
when Captain William Eggleston took over the resort in 1867.
The resort ceased operation in the 1930’s and was later torn
down. In 1881, the New River Extension of the Norfolk &
Western Railway was begun on the opposite side of the river
from the resort. Business began to flourish and as many as 6
mercantile centers were there. Goods were shopped by rail,
and Eggleston became a major distributor for all the southern
part of Giles County.

Named for Ralph Stafford who settled here from Ireland
in the late 1700’s in time to fight in the Revolutionary War.
Staffordsville is one of the few towns in Virginia bearing the
name of the original settler. “Kentucky Ralph” Stafford, who
served in the War of 1812, built the first grist mill and saw mill
in Staffordsville. Soon the town boasted other businesses and
churches.

White Gate

Settled by the Stinsons in the 1780’s. The community was first
known as Rye Meadows, then later was known as Banesville
until the 1950’s. The first Post Office was located in John
Bane’s house on whose premises a white gate was located,
and soon the Postal Department approved the name of White
Gate.
1. Travel west 5.5 miles on Rt. 42 (Walker’s Creek Valley
Road). You are following along 4 Walker’s Creek for most
of the route.

1. 1.5 mi on the right from the junction of Rt. 100 and
Rt. 42 is a historical marker 11Old Fashioned Camp
Meeting. Adjacent to and named for this stream, Wabash
Campground was exemplary of a religious and social
institution, indeed a way of life, which flourished during
the 19th century. Hundreds of families would camp for two
weeks or more while attending the revival meetings first
held here in 1834. The campground functioned until the
early 1900’s when the large shed used during worship and
many family shelters were destroyed by fire.”
2. Continue on Rt. 100 N 1.4 mi. Turn right on Rt. 750 to Rt.
730 (Eggleston). .3 mile on the right is a historical marker
Mountain Evangelist.12 The Reverend Robert Sayers
Sheffey (1820-1902). Brother Sheffey did not associate
himself with any one group, preferring to come and go as
the Spirit moved him. He was a great enemy of whiskey
and the stills in SW Virginia that produced them. Not

3.
4.
5.

6.

7.
8.

1. Continue on Rt. 730 E for 3.4 miles. On the left side of
Eggleston Road at this point is 14 Willowbrook built
in 1914, which was the home of John Tracy Walker and
Elizabeth Austin Jones.
2. Just before the Captain William Eggleston Bridge, turn left
on Rt. 622 (Village Street). Bear left on Church Hill Road.
Here can be seen the original stores from busier days in
Eggleston. Turn left on Old School House Road. (Rt. 689).
.2 mi on the right is Dr. C.E. Stafford’s house known as 15
The Old Price Home built in the late 1800’s. Dr. Stafford
was one of 4 doctors in Eggleston who practiced medicine
in his home. Continue on Old School House Road. Here

is the 16 Eggleston Consolidated School built on “The
Hill” in 1924.
Turn around at the Community Park, turn right on Rt. 622,
bear right again on Rt. 622. At the stop sign, turn left onto
Rt. 730 E.
Cross the Captain William Eggleston Bridge over the
17 New River and continue .5 mi.
Turn left onto Rt. 813 (Cliffview Street.). Take a moment
to read the historical marker about Eggleston Springs.
Near here Adam Harmon, probably in 1750, established
what is believed to be the first settlement in Giles County.
Here in 1755 he found Mary Ingles as she was making her
way back to Draper’s Meadow after her escape from the
Indians.” More can be read about her capture, escape
and rescue in the book, Follow the River by James A.
Thom.
Follow Cliffview Street (Rt. 813) .2 mi to the Gunpowder
Springs Campground. From this site you can see the
magnificent 18 Palisades along the New River. This is the
site where Mary Ingles was rescued from a long walk home
after Indian capture. The river is 100’ deep near the cliffs.
Turn around and return on Rt. 813 .2 mi. At the stop sign,
turn left onto Rt. 730 E.
Travel .5 mile and turn left on Rt. 772 (Sinking Creek Road).
Continue on Sinking Creek Road for 2.9 miles. At the stop
sign, turn left onto Rt. 771 (Lebanon Rd). Travel .2 mi and
at the stop sign, prepare to enter VA Rt. 460 Bypass.
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VILLAGE GREEN
GINGERBREAD HOUSE
MT. OLIVET UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
NEWPORT RECREATION CENTER
MCWHORTER HOUSE
CLOVER HOLLOW BRIDGE
THE WILLIAM ZELL HOUSE
LINK FARM BRIDGE
SHERRY MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
PLOWSCREW RED BARN
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GIVENS FAMILY FARM
WALNUT GROVE FARM
CLOVER HOLLOW CHRISTIAN CHURCH
GIVENS (VINCIL) HOME
FARRIER HOME
MOUNTAIN LAKE LODGE
THE WILDERNESS CONSERVANCY
HORSESHOE BEND
CASTLE ROCK RECREATION
PEMBROKE MEMORIAL CHURCH
CASCADES RECREATION AREA
LITTLE STONY CREEK SCHOOL HOUSE

For additional visitor information, contact
Giles County Chamber of Commerce
203 North Main Street
Pearisburg, Virginia 24134
540/921-5000

SE QUADRANT

Village of Newport, Mountain Lake Resort and
the Town of Pembroke.
The Village of Newport has had quite a remarkable past.
Indians and herds of buffalo lived here before Jamestown was
even settled. In the late 18th century settlers came from the
area near Price’s Fork in Montgomery County and built homes.
Trade flourished here in Giles County and Newport became a
resort where many travelers spent the night at the hotel. The
village was also known as “Hell’s Half Acre” because of the
saloons and the drunken brawls that took place. It was a very
busy place. But in 1902, much of the center of the town burned.
A period of rebuilding and revitalization took place. Now
beautiful homesteads, farms and covered bridges remain in the
picturesque landscape to visit and appreciate. The Newport
Agricultural Fair, which is the oldest in the state, is held every
year at the Newport Recreation Center during the second week
of August.

NEWPORT

The starting point for the tour of Newport is Rt. 42, Bluegrass
Trail, a Virginia Scenic Road. From Rt. 460, turn onto Rt. 42 and
pass the small Super Val-U grocery and Newport Post Office on
the left.
1. Hotel and old store on the right. Bear right to continue on
Rt. 42 for .4 miles until you reach the Price House on the
left.
2. The 1 Price House was the home of the Price family who
first settled in Montgomery county and then in Giles Co.
3. Immediately past the Price House is the 2 Village Green,
a quiet spot with lovely garden and gazebo, perfect for a
picnic.
4. Directly across the street is the Taylor Home also known
as the 3 Gingerbread House, an example of local
architecture rebuilt after the fire.
5. Proceed to the 4 Newport-Mt. Olivet United Methodist
Church, on the left side of the road. The congregation
organized in 1850; the church building dates from around
1852. The parsonage built in 1910 is directly across the
street from the church.
6. Down the road .3 miles to the right is the 5 Newport
Recreation Center which is the site of the old Newport
High School. The school was built with funds from the
WPA in 1932. Continue .1 mile to the corner of Rt. 42 and
Clover Hollow Road.
7. Here on the left, is the 6 McWhorter House, built by
Robert Price in 1872.
8. Turn left onto Clover
Hollow Rd. Sinking
Creek is on the right.
9. Go .5 mile and stop at
the 7 Clover Hollow
Bridge, one of the 3
covered bridges in
Newport, and one of
only a few remaining

in the state of Virginia. It spans Sinking Creek, was built in
1916, and then restored in the 1990s.
10. Look toward the left and down a driveway to see 8 The
William Zell House (circa 1840) from the bridge. This is
now a private residence. Zell’s Mill was located on Sinking
Creek here and was known for planing the lumber for
Mountain Lake Hotel.
11. Turn left onto Zells Mill Rd. Another view of the beautiful
old home, formerly a bed and breakfast and now a
privately owned home. Follow Sinking Creek 1.5 miles to
Rt. 700.
12. Turn left onto Rt. 700, Mountain Lake Rd. On the right is
the 9 Link Farm Bridge which dates from 1912 and is now
on private property. Turn around and proceed straight
ahead on the winding and twisting Rt. 700 for 1.3 miles.
13. Visit the 10 Sherry Memorial Christian Church located
on land donated by Lute Porterfield and named for his son,
James Sheridan Porterfield, who was killed in a sawmill
accident at that site.
14. Continue on Rt. 700 for 1.3 miles to Rocky Sink Rd., Rt.
602 and enjoy the beautiful view.
15. On the right is a 11 large red barn with Plowscrew VA
written in large letters on the side. The story is about a
gentleman who was plowing his field but went to sleep
instead. While he was sleeping others took his plow apart
and scattered the pieces possibly hiding the screws
needed put it back together. You can see millstones in the
road from the 1830s.
16. Jones Lane is .8 miles on the right. Turn onto Jones Lane
which is named for Hiram Jones a local civil war soldier.
On the left .3 miles are the remains of a 12 one room
schoolhouse.
17. After going .5 miles turn left onto Clover Hollow, an area of
picturesque farms and fields. On the right is the 13 Givens
Family Farm, followed by the 14 Walnut Grove Farm
home of the Lucas family.
18. Less than .1 mile on the left is the 15 Clover Hollow
Christian Church, which dates from the 1860-1870s and
was first a Lutheran Church.
19. Observe the scenic views and beautiful old homes, for
example the Carter Home and the turn of the century
home, the Crockett Sarver Home.
20. Veer left onto Clover hollow. 16 Givens (Vincil) Home
with John’s Creek Mt. In the background is 2.1 miles from
the Clover Hollow Christian Church.
21.Turn right onto Clover Hollow again, and notice the 17
Farrier Home on the left; it dates from approximately 1900.
22. Complete your tour by driving 1.6 miles to Rt. 42 and
following the signs to Rt. 460.

Mountain Lake

Mountain Lake, on top of Salt Pond Mountain, is one of only 2
natural fresh water lakes in Virginia and the highest in elevation
east of the Mississippi River. Approximately 6,000 years old,
geologists believe that the lake was formed along an active fault
line by rock slides and damming during several earthquakes.

continued on and settled in Pembroke. A descendent of his,
who was the postmaster in 1845, named the town Pembroke
while reading a book dedicated to the Earl of Pembroke. The
town sits on the New River against the backdrop of Castle Rock.
In Pembroke today you can see the historic cliffs, the New River,
or hikes trails of the Jefferson National Forest. The town also
hosts an annual heritage fair every fall.

Christopher Gist, a surveyor and a frontiersman is credited with
the first sighting of Mountain Lake on May 11, 1751 and during
the Revolutionary War, the lake with its plentiful deer and buffalo
made it a perfect hideout for outlaws. In the early 1800s Henry
Chapman purchased the lake and its surrounding tracts of land
and began the tradition of hosting visitors and guests there.
During the Civil War, General George Crook and his Union
soldiers spent one night at the lake while making the difficult trip
over the Salt Pond Mountain to West Virginia. After the war, the
lake grew in popularity and a second hotel was completed in
1875 along with cottages, stables and mills. The present hotel
18 was built of fieldstone in 1936.
Today, there are many indoor and outdoor activities for visitors
to enjoy. Magnificent views of the surrounding mountains
can be seen on the miles of hiking and biking trails. And, bird
watching is a big attraction for enthusiasts from all over.

19 The Wilderness Conservancy was formed in 1989 by Mary
Mood Northan Endowment and was charged with preserving
the natural beauty and resources of the area and promoting
educational programs and environmental research. There is
dining in the hotel and many seasonal events take place here.
Continue on to Mountain Lake by going west on Rt. 460 to Rt.
700, Mountain Lake Rd. Travel on Rt. 700 seven miles up to the
resort. Be very careful on this steep and twisting drive. You will
notice beautiful panoramic views of the countryside to the west,
and will enter the Jefferson National Forest and pass the site of
the Wilderness Conservancy at Mountain Lake. You will arrive at
Mountain Lake with the hotel on the right and the lake on the left.
Parking is straight ahead.
You make your return trip by exiting Mountain Lake resort and
turning right onto Doe Creek Rd. (Rt. 613) and traveling on this
for 4.8 miles until you reach Rt. 460 again. This is a route with
fewer drop offs than the Mountain Lake Rd. (Rt. 700). Travel
east on Rt. 460 to the small town of Pembroke.

Pembroke

Pembroke was settled around 1750 by Philip Lybrook, a
Dutchman. In 1765 John Snidow, his wife Elizabeth and eight
children left Pennsylvania to settle near their friend Philip
Lynbrook. John Snidow died on the way but the children

1. As you enter Pembroke and turn onto Snidow St. (south),
take an immediate left onto Castle Rock Dr.
2. Continue on this road for .8 miles and turn left onto Old
Farm Rd.
3. Take road for .3 miles .to the intersection of 1432 and
1430 (Old Farm Rd.). Turn left here and proceed 1.1 miles
through the 20 Horseshoe Bend subdivision to the cul-de
sac. You can, along the way, enjoy the wonderful view
of the scenic New River, which can be seen between the
homes and the lots on the right.
4. Turn around at the cul-de sac and notice the majestic cliffs,
among them Castle Rock, on the right as you leave.
5. Continue on Horseshoe Farm Road to the stop sign.
6. Turn left into the entrance of 21 Castle Rock Recreation
Facility.
7. Castle Rock Recreation, a public facility, has an 18-hole
golf course, a swimming pool, tennis courts, and picnic
shelter. There are lovely views here of the cliffs and the
town of Pembroke below.
8. Exit the Castle Rock recreation area and go 1.35 miles to
Snidow St., where you will make a left turn. There are many
beautiful old homes along this street.
9. Along this route is the 22 The Pembroke Memorial
Church. It was built by George Snidow, Jr. and Marshall
Rice and has a framework of hewn oak secured with
wood pins. The unusual ceiling in this house of worship is
covered with embossed tin tiles installed before the Civil
War.
10. Turn right onto Cascade Drive and notice on the right
the Pembroke Library, the smallest public library in the
state of Virginia. Cross Rt. 460 or Virginia Ave.; continue
on Cascades Dr. Little Stony Creek will be on your right as
you go toward the Jefferson National Forest and the 23
Cascades Recreation Area.
11. Notice the little schoolhouse on your right after 2
miles. This is now a private residence but has a plaque
commemorating 24 “1875-1926 Little Stony Creek
Schoolhouse”.
12. From Rt. 460 or Virginia Ave. you will have traveled 3.4
miles to the Jefferson National Forest and the entrance to
the Cascades Recreation area. Here you can relax in the
peaceful quiet of your surroundings or hike the 2 miles to
the place where Little Stony Creek cascades over 69-foot
high rock wall creating a pool below. There is a lovely
picnic area with tables and grills where you can enjoy
refreshments and the beautiful scenery after your trek to
the waterfall.
13.Return to Rt. 460 or Virginia Ave. by the same route.
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For additional visitor information, contact
Giles County Chamber of Commerce
203 North Main Street
Pearisburg, Virginia 24134
540/921-5000

NE QUADRANT

Big Stony Creek, Glen Alton and White Rocks
A drive along Big Stony Road is a real treat for nature lovers and
history buffs alike. Stony Creek rushes alongside and crosses
under Big Stony Road (VA 635) multiple times, providing breathtaking views of the creek’s sparkling water tumbling over large
boulders. Stony Creek flows downstream from the mountains,
through national forest and rural communities, past a worldrenowned hiking trail and eventually ending in the New River.
The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries stocks
the creek with rainbow trout and there are a many easy fishing
access points along the road.
Portions of Big Stony Road follow the old route of the Big Stony
Railroad, which traveled through the valley during the late 19th
century. Remnants of the railroad and links to its history can be
seen at several of the stops along the way.

Begin your tour at the junction of US 460 and VA
635 (Big Stony Road) just east of the New River
Bridge.
1. Travel just .2 miles and the 1 First Riverview Baptist
Church will be on your right. This congregation was organized in 1906 and built its first church on the west side of
the New River at Ripplemead. This new church was built in
1984.
2. Continue 3.3 miles to Norcross Road (SR 684). Turn left
and travel .5 miles to the 2 Big Stony Methodist Church
on the right side. This church was built in 1891 as one of
the structures constructed to create a village for the employees of the limestone quarry. This area was discovered
by hunters who happened upon an outcropping of limestone, resulting in one of the purest deposits of limestone
in the United States. An elevated conveyor connected this
quarry with a second quarry opened during World War 1.
Chemical Lime Company continues to operate this quarry.
3. Return to SR 635, turning left. Just up the road .5 miles on
the right, is 3 Elwood’s Country Store and Deer Country Restaurant. Stop and enjoy ham, country vegetables,
biscuits and a homemade dessert of the day. Elwood’s,
previously, was Horton’s Store. Also known as Goldbond,
this strip of buildings housed the early post office for this
area.
4. On the right just .4 miles further, marking the location of
the old Manning Grocery Store, now closed once Raines,
Amelong and Hagy. Behind the Manning Grocery Store
is the 4 Moser Cemetary within sight of the Kimballton
Methodist Church. Family names buried here include the
many descendents of Tyree I. Moser. His great grandfather, Francis Moser, brought his family to Giles County in
the early 1800’s, settling on land that would be owned by
the Rangier Lime Company. Other names include Albert,
Buchanan, Britts, Morris, Wells, and Osbourne.
5. Ahead .2 miles, are the white encrusted plant offices and
processing plant for 5 Chemical Lime Company of Virginia, Inc. A major employer for this area, the train tracks
are still active here with train cars and trucks hauling the

processed lime. This quarry, originally Standard Lime and
Stone Company, was purchased by National Gypsum and
then Chemical Lime Company.
6. Approximately 1 mile further, to the right will be Olean
Road and .4 miles will be the 6 Olean Church of the
Brethren
7. Continue on SR 635 for another 1.5 miles to enter the
Jefferson National Forest. The national forest continues
for about 10 miles although it is interspersed with some
sections of private land. The scenery is especially beautiful
in this area--the creek flows adjacent to the road and the
forest greenery provides a stunning backdrop. In spring,
rhododendrons are blooming and in fall, the hardwood
trees are aflame with color.
8. Continue 3.8 miles to the 7 Pine Swamp Trailhead on
your left. From here, you can access the Peters Mountain
Wilderness and the 8 Appalachian National Scenic Trail.
Hikers from around the world pass through here each year
as they attempt to make the 2179-mile hike from Maine to
Georgia
9. Travel 1.1 miles to the 9 Interior Whistle Stop on the left.
With picnic tables, grills and restroom facilities, it is a great
place for a Sunday roadside picnic. A kid-sized wooden
train and depot station, complete with ringing bell, provide
hands-on fun for the little ones. Easy access to Stony Creek
makes it a fine fishing spot as well as a good place to dip
your toes in the creek.
The name of this site refers to the historic link with the Big
Stony Railroad, which was built in 1892 to haul lumber from
the New River to the town of Interior.
		

An excerpt from Up on Big Stony Creek by Curtis Caldwell
tells it this way. “During that time, the whiskey business was
profitable. If a stranger was on the train that the crew didn’t
know, they had a whistle they used to alert the still operators so
they could cut off the smoke at the stills and not come forward
with their product to sell.”
9. Just 0.6 miles ahead, also on the left, 10 Cherokee Flats
provides another roadside spot for fishing. The parking
area, trail and fishing areas here are fully accessible for
strollers and wheel-chairs. This area also includes a fully
accessible in-creek fishing platform.
The Appalachian Trail crosses SR 635 here. Hikers wishing to experience a short section of the A.T. can follow the
white blazes for 2 miles from Cherokee Flats back to Pine
Swamp Trailhead.
10. Continue 2 miles up the road and turn left on VA 722.
Follow the signs another 1/2 mile to beautiful 11 Glen
Alton Farm. This 304-acre property was once the vacation retreat of C.A. Lucas, a banker in Pearisburg. Wandering through the fields, orchards and forests of Glen Alton,
it is easy to imagine yourself in a simpler time. Take time
to explore the wetlands, ponds and canals, see the original
lodge and caretaker house or walk the Virginia Birding and
Wildlife trails.
11. From Glen Alton, return to the main road and turn left.
After about 2.3 miles, you’ll pass the site of the old town
of Kire. This was one of the many small communities that
sprang up along the Big Stony railroad although little remains there now other than farms and homes.
12. Just after passing through Kire, you’ll reach the junction
with VA 613. Take a right here and follow the signs for

about two miles to 12 White Rocks Campground.
White Rocks is open from April 1st until December 7th and
has 35 camping sites, some large enough for RVs. Restrooms and drinking water are available, but there are no
showers. There is a nominal fee to camp and reservations
are not taken.
The campground is in a typical Appalachian forest setting
and features a unique nature trail-- the Virginias Walk. Although it’s an easy, 1½-mile loop trail, hikers can boast that
they hiked to West Virginia and back, since the trail begins
so close to the boundary line, it passes between the two
states.
13. Return to the campground entrance and then to the main
road, turning left on VA 635 to return to US 460. From
White Rocks Campground, it is approximately 17 miles to
your starting point on 460.

Special thanks to Curtis Caldwell, author of
Up on Big Stony Creek
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1 HOLIMAN HOUSE
2 PEARISBURG ACADEMY
3 PEARISBURG BAPTIST CHURCH
4 PEARIS THEATER
5 ST. ELIZABETH HOSPITAL
6 CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
7 GILES COUNTY COURTHOUSE
8 BANK OF GILES/VIRGINIAN BLDG.
9 SHELTON BUILDING
10 ANDREW JOHNSTON HOUSE
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RANDALL W. FLETCHER MEMORIAL BRIDGE
NORFOLK & WESTERN DEPOT
CAMP SUCCESS
MACARTHUR INN
ANNA’S RESTAURANT
CENTENNIAL PARK & MURAL
VETERAN’S MEMORIAL PARK
WOLF CREEK MILL DAM & POND
COMMUNITY CENTER
RIGHT TURN, CLYDE BREWING COMPANY
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MILL CREEK NATURE PARK
AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER
MARY PORTER MARKER
GLEN LYN TOWN PARK
OLD SHUMATE PLACE

Special thanks to Olde Towne Pearisburg, Susan Kidd,
Jo Martin and many others for their contributions to this
driving tour.

For additional visitor information, contact
Giles County Chamber of Commerce
203 North Main Street
Pearisburg, Virginia 24134
540/921-5000

NW QUADRANT

PEARISBURG, NARROWS, GLEN LYN AND
RICH CREEK

Pearisburg

Named for Captain George Pearis who donated the land for the
county seat. Begin your tour on VA 460 bypass. Exit at Pearisburg 460 business and Rt. 100 S. Follow the ramp .6 mi to the
stoplight. Turn left on Mountain Lake Avenue and park in the
municipal lot .1 mi on your left. Here you will begin a walking
tour of Olde Towne Pearisburg. (If you wish to drive this tour,
follow the directions in your vehicle and omit steps 5, 6, 7
and 12.)
1. Walk east on Mountain Lake Avenue to Tazewell Street.
Turn right on Tazewell Street and walk south, crossing
Wenonah Avenue. Continue on Tazewell Street to Church
Ave. On the corner of Tazewell and Church is 1 Hoilman
House built in 1848. It was a private residence used for a
short time after the Civil War as a girls’ boarding school.
2. Continue west on Church Avenue. On the left is the 2
Pearisburg Academy/Masonic Lodge building built in
1839. A two story brick building, it was constructed to
serve as a school (2 rooms, first floor) and Masonic Lodge
Hall (second floor).
3. At the end of the street, on a rise to the left are the ruins of
the 3 Pearisburg Baptist Church, built in 1873 and was
worshipped in by the African-American congregation until
1983.
4. Walk back down Church Avenue and turn left on Main
Street. Continue going south on Main Street and pass
the 4 Pearis Theater. The building on the corner of Main
Street is the Western Hotel (Thomas Building) built in 1827.
This is the oldest building in the historic district. Originally a private residence, it operated as the Western Hotel
from the 1860’s through the early 1900’s. Once a thriving
hostelry on the Newbern-Lewisburg Turnpike with ballroom
and bar. Restoration and renovation of this landmark as a
multiple use building began in 1992.
5. Turn east on Wenonah Avenue. The next 5 buildings on
the right are included in the Historic District: the 5 St.
Elizabeth Hospital & addition, a store building, Giles
Motor Co., and 2 more store buildings.
6. Cross at Tazewell Street and continue on the north side of
the Historic District. 6 Christ
Episcopal Church built in
1910 burned in 1926 and was
rebuilt using the original stone
walls.
7. The next 4 buildings in the
Historic District include the
Miller Building, a store building, the Shumate-Woods
Building, and the Law Building built in 1910, which is now
used as a County Office
Building.

8. The Sheriff’s Office and Jail was built in 1937-38 and is
adjacent to the Courthouse on Public Square. 7 The Giles
County Courthouse, noted for its large domed cupola,
was built in 1836 and was listed in 1982 in the Virginia
Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic
Places.
9. On the West side of Main Street, directly across from the
Courthouse and also in the Historic District are the Bank
of Giles County 1902, Shelton’s Store, and the 8 Virginian
Building.
10. Cross Main Street and continue west on Wenonah Avenue
up the hill to find a Civil War Cemetery. On the south
corner of Wenonah and Main you will pass the circa
9 1900 H.B. Shelton Department Store Building.
11. Return to Main Street, cross to the east side and continue
north, crossing Mountain Lake Avenue. On the right are
Dr. Johnston’s Office, the 10 Giles County Historical
Society Museum, and the Andrew Johnston House.
Dr. Johnston’s office was built in 1857 and served as a
doctor’s office until 1949. It was used briefly during the
Civil War by Union Troops commanded by Col. R.B. Hayes
and Major Wm. B. McKinley, both future US Presidents.
The Johnston House built in 1829 was deeded to the Giles
County Historical Society in 1987 by the heirs of Andrew
Johnston to serve as a museum and research center. It is
listed in the Virginia Landmarks register and the National
Register of Historic Places.
12. Walk south on Main Street making a left turn on Mountain
Lake Avenue and return to your vehicle.
13. Exit the parking lot going west onto Mountain Lake Ave. At
the light turn right onto Main Street. Turn left onto Rt. 100
N (at Dairy Queen). Travel .7 to the stop sign and turn left,
continuing on Rt. 100 N to Narrows. Pearis Cemetary is
located directly off Rt. 100 approximately .5 miles

Narrows

Driving toward Narrows on Rt. 460, one travels beside the New
River, which flows north into West Virginia. The Town of Narrows
is named for the geological feature (“The Narrows”) where the
New River is at its most narrow point between Peters and East
River Mountains. The first settlers arrived in the area in 1778.
1. As you enter the town limits, turn onto Rt. 61 at the Rt. 460
stoplight. Follow Rt. 61 across the 11Randall W. Fletcher
Memorial Bridge spanning the New River. The latest of
three bridges that have been constructed here, this bridge
was dedicated on November 23, 2013, and named for
a local veteran who was a tireless contributor to the
community.
2. At the end of the bridge, to the left is the 12 Norfolk and
Western Depot. N&W came to Narrows in 1864 and locals
still tell stories of riding the rails – especially on the
renowned steam engine, J611.
3. Back on Rt. 61, drive under the railroad overpass and
turn right on Lurich Road for approximately .2 miles to 13
Camp Success, the locale of Civil War encampments.
This 8.5 acre, primitive campground allows tent campers
and picnickers to enjoy the beauty of both Wolf Creek and
the New River.

4. Returning to the Rt. 61/Lurich Rd. intersection, turn right
onto Rt. 61. The historic 14 MacArthur Inn is on the left.
This structure opened in 1942 as the Hotel General MacArthur – the first U.S. building named for the World War
II general. The building was used in many different ways
over the years, but has been restored and operates again
as an inn.
5. Past the Inn is 15 Anna’s Restaurant on the right. For
over 20 years, Anna’s has served the area with delicious,
country cooking and hosted the regular Thursday night Ole
Time Music Jam.
6. Across the street from Anna’s is 16 Centennial Park and
“The Mural of Narrows”. The park was dedicated in
honor of the town’s centennial in 2004. The mural, portraying “NARROWS va…NATURALLY!”, was added in 2013 by
S. S. “Brick” Marunich, a Vietnam combat veteran, prolific
artist, and Narrows resident.
7. Continue along Rt. 61 to its intersection with Kimberling
to the 17 Veterans Memorial Park. This important memorial was constructed by the local Veterans’ of Foreign
Wars and many dedicated volunteers. It serves to honor
all branches of service and allows quiet reflection on the
sacrifice of our veterans.
8. Across from the Veterans Memorial is 18 Wolf Creek Mill
Dam and Mill Pond better known as the Duck Pond.
9. Next on the left at the Mary Street intersection, sits the old
Narrows High School building. The football field is still
used, but today the building has been repurposed as the
town’s 19 Community Center. The current high school is
now located on the other side of the New River.
10. Return back along Rt. 61 East and turn right onto Main
Street/Rt. 100 (across from Anna’s). On the right, across
from the Post Office, is the home of 20 Right Turn, Clyde
Brewing Company – a micro-brewery. Next door to the
brewery is Narrows Gift Shop and Art Gallery, a nonprofit
retailer showcasing the talents of over 30 local artists, authors, artisans, and craftsmen.
11. Continuing up Main Street/Rt.100 approximately .3 miles,
turn right on Northview Street. Follow Northview approximately 3 blocks, turn right onto College Street, then the
next left on Poplar Street. Continue on Poplar Street for
.8 miles to the stop sign and turn right on the gravel road
(through the open gate) to the parking area for 21 Mill
Creek Nature Park.
12. This 40-acre park adjoins the Jefferson National Forest
and offers miles of trails for hiking and mountain biking.
Hikers will find four Mill Creek waterfalls of varying sizes
along the trails and fishermen can cast for native trout in
this pristine water. An easy hike beside Mill Creek from the
parking area brings one to the reservoir location where a
section of the original stone dam from the late 1700s can
still be seen.
13.Returning back to Main Street/Rt. 100 turn right, following
the main original curving road (before Rt. 460 was built)
toward the Town of Pearisburg through Bluff City. Or, take
a left on Main Street, returning to Rt. 61, and cross the New
River back to Route 460.

Glen Lyn

Located at the WV line on Rt. 460 along the New River, was first
called Montreal, then Hell’s Gate by railroad workmen. It became Glen Lyn (lovely glen) in 1883. It is the site of the earliest
settlement in Giles County. It is the home of the famous fiddler,
Henry Reed.
1. The 22 Appalachian Electric Generation Plant marks the
entrance to Glen Lyn on Lurich Road. It was built in 1919,
and with its construction substantially increased the town’s
population from 50 to 400 people.
2. Turn right onto Rt. 460 (Virginia Avenue) and travel east
.3 mi.
3. .1 mi on the left at State Line Market is a concrete marker
marking the site of the earliest known home in Giles. Its
inscription reads 23 “Mary Porter, killed by the Indians,
November 28, 1742”.
4. .4 mi on the right is the 24 Glen Lyn Town Park
5. Continue east on Rt. 460 2.9 miles to Rich Creek.

Rich Creek
Settled in 1780 by the Shumate family. In 1882, the North and
West railroad came to Lurich, which could be reached by ferry
or horse, and provided an outlet to Mercer County, WV.
1. Turn left on Rt. 219 N to Rich Creek.
2. Turn right at the stop sign onto Old Virginia Ave.
3. .25 mi on the right is the 25 Old Shumate Place – the
oldest landmark in Rich Creek. This historic landmark has
been used as a dwelling since 1787, two years before
George Washington took office as President of the United
States of America. Daniel Shumate first built a log cabin in
1787. Daniel’s son Hardin Shumate built the frame portion of the present structure in 1851. The log portion of the
house was torn down in 1918, and the present brick portion
was built by Thomas and Lula Shumate Gwinn. When the
Gwinns took occupancy in 1918, the house was known as
“Riverside”. The remaining two acres around the house
are all that is left of the original 900 acres transferred by
land grants from Governor Edmond Randolph in 1787.
4. Continue on Old Virginia Avenue to the stop sign and
return to Rt. 460 – left to travel east, right to travel west.

